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2005 CRIMSON & WHITE CALENDAR 


FEATURING PAINTINGS FROM THE. 
UPCOMING BOOK IRON BOWL GOLD 


The 2005 Crimson & White 
Calendar is a sneak preview of 
the 41 new watercolor paintings 
by Daniel A. Moore to be 
featured in his upcoming book, 


Iron Bowl Gold. Moore's exten- 
sive body of artwork will open 
the doors to the classic years of 
the Iron Bowl at Legion 
Field—from 1948 to 1988—the 
golden era of the greatest rivalry. 


Written by Keith Jackson, the 
book will also feature selected 
insightful articles from past 
issues of The Birmingham News. 
Keith also “makes the call” on 
the action depicted in each 
painting using his unique 
“Whoa-Nellyisms.” One of 
these accompanies each of the 
2005 Crimson & White Calen- 
dar images shown at left. 


The price for the 2005 Crimson & White Calendar is $24.95 plus applicable taxes and $5 for s/h. 


1-800-859-0814 


Calendars also available at www.newlifeart.com 
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as if they are one play from being starters. When 
Alabama quarterback Brodie Croyle was injured, 
Marc Guillon moved up from number two to 
number one. See Page 8. Chris Greene Photo 
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all year through... 


Christmas will be here before you know it. 

Don’t the special people on your list deserve a special present? 
Give a subscription to BAMA magazine and say merry Christmas all 
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pal bene Oe. 


Give’BaMaA for a very merry Christmas. 


Clip and mail to 'BAMA Magazine, P.O. Box 6104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-6104 


4 Yes! I want to give my friends who love Alabama football something really special. Send a full year 
(10 full-color magazines and 14 newsletters mailed first class ) of "BAMA to the people listed below. 

I'll pay only $35 for each gift subscription (Alabama residents add $2 sales tax). Overseas add $10. 

A gift announcement card will be sent free with every gift subscription | order. 

J Yes! Enter a subscription for me, too! “J Payment enclosed (0 Visa 4 MasterCard 
Please Print 


Card Exp. 


Signature 


My Name 


Address Day Phone 


City State Zip 
Gift #1 


Name _ 


Address 


City State 
Gift #2 


Name 


Address 


City 


B 


Aloha 

As had been expected, Alabama will open 
the 2006 season against Hawaii. Unlike two 
previous games against the Rainbow 
Warriors, though, this game will be in 
Tuscaloosa. Bama and Hawaii will meet on 
September 2, 2006. It is expected that the 
game will be played in an expanded Bryant- 
Denny Stadium. The North end zone expan- 
sion and remodeling project is to begin at the 
conclusion of this season and be completed 
prior to the start of the 2006 season. 

Alabama will have seven home games in 
2006. The complete schedule: 

September 2 Hawaii, September 9 
Vanderbilt, September 16 Louisiana-Monroe, 
September 23 at Arkansas, September 30 at 
Florida, October 14 Mississippi, October 21 
at Tennessee, October 28 Florida 
International, November 4 Mississippi State, 
November 11 at LSU, and November 18 
Auburn. 


Baseball Adds Two 

For college baseball teams, their equivalent 
of spring practice is in the fall. Alabama 
Coach Jim Wells will hold fall practice 
October 4-24. The practices are open to the 
public and will include a number of scrim- 
mage games, particularly on weekends. Times 
vary. 

The Tide roster is at 39 with two newcom- 
ers signing with the Tide just as school start- 
ed this year. The additions are: 

Sophomore right-handed pitcher David 
Laminack (5-10, 195) of Gardendale and 
freshman outfielder Adam Resendez (6-2, 
210) of Fort Worth, Texas. 

Laminack pitched last season at Bevill State 
Community College in Fayette, where he 
compiled a 2-2 record and 1.93 ERA in 28 in- 
nings of work. In conference play, he was 2-1 
with a 1.77 ERA in 20 1/3 innings on the 
mound. Bevill was 26-26 overall and 13-10 in 
conference play last season. As a hitter, he 
batted .313 (47-for-150) with 15 doubles, 
four home runs and 21 RBI in 52 games. He 
also scored 27 runs and compiled a .451 slug- 
ging percentage. The 15 doubles ranked sec- 
ond on the team. Off the field, he was twice 
named to the Dean’s List and was an 


Opponent 


Utah State 
Mississippi 
Western Carolina 


Sept. 25 Arkansas 
Oct. 2 South Carolina 
Oct. 9 Kentucky 


Tennessee 
Nov. 6 Mississippi State 
Nov. 13 LSU 
Nov. 20 Auburn 


SEC Championship Game 


2004 Alabama Football Schedule 


Southern Miss (Homecoming) 


SCORECARD 


Academic All-America candidate following 
the spring semester. Laminack played three 
years at Gardendale High School for Coach 
Barry Brake, where he compiled a .400 career 
batting average with 125 runs scored and 110 
hits. 

Resendez played three years at Boswell 
High School in Fort Worth for Coach Carl 
Anderson. As a senior, he led the Pioneers to 
the Eagle Mountain Classic championship. A 
member of the 2004 Texas High School East 
All-Star team, Resendez was named the 
game’s Most Valuable Player. He was also 
tabbed the Boswell High School offensive 
MVP after his senior year. A 49th round draft 
pick by the Texas Rangers, Resendez played 
three straight years in the RBI World Series, 
leading his team to a runner-up finish (2003) 
and two third-place finishes (2002 and 
2004). 

Wells also announced that two returning 
players and one signee were not among those 
reporting. Senior-to-be Andrew Walker unex- 
pectedly signed a free agent contract with the 
Texas Rangers in mid-August. The right-han- 
der was 4-1 with a 3.71 ERA in 14 appear- 
ances last season. Another senior-to-be, Eric 
Mennen, will not return to the team for medi- 
cal reasons. The right-hander was 0-1 with 
3.06 ERA in nine games last season. 

Right-hand pitcher Patrick Kelly, a summer 
signee from Shelton State Community 
College, did not enroll. 


Major League Debut 

Talk about your one-upmanship. When for- 
mer Alabama catcher Paul Phillips made his 
major league debut for the Kansas City 
Royals this summer, he got a single in his first 
at-bat. A few weeks later Phillips’ cousin, 
Andy Phillips, got his first at-bat for the New 
York Yankees and made history. Andy hit the 
first pitch he saw over the Green Monster in 
Boston, becoming the 21st player in major 
league history to have a home run on the first 
pitch to him. 

Three former Alabama players have made 
major league debuts this season. The third is 
pitcher Lance Cormier (Arizona). Alabama 
has had five players in the big leagues this 
season, including Dustan Mohr (San 


Site Central Time/TV or 

Result (Attendance) 
Tuscaloosa 48-17 (82,033) 
Tuscaloosa 28-0 (83,083) 
Tuscaloosa 52-0 (77,306) 
Fayetteville 10-27 (72,543) 
Tuscaloosa 5:00/ESPN2 
Lexington 11:30/J-P 
Tuscaloosa 2:00/PPV 
Knoxville TBA 
Tuscaloosa TBA 
Baton Rouge TBA 
Tuscaloosa TBA 


Atlanta 5:00/CBS 
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Francisco) and Frank Menechino (Oakland 
and Toronto). 


NCAA Hearings 

Anyone expecting much from the House of 
Representatives hearings on NCAA abuses 
had to be disappointed. There were tough 
questions from members of the House com- 
mittee, including Rep. Spencer Bachus of 
Alabama, and there were lame or non-exis- 
tent answers regarding the underhanded 
manner in which the organization treats some 
of its members. But in the end it was an- 
nounced that Congress would take no action 
against the private organization, that the 
hearing was only an attempt to shed light on 
its unseemly operations. 

The NCAA gave a clear example of its 
methods. Prior to the hearings, Bachus as- 
sured the organization he would not bring up 
recent cases against Alabama and Auburn, 
that he was interested in the larger issue of 
the NCAAS lack of due process. The organiza- 
tion published a preview of the hearings and 
pointed out the cases and noted that Bachus 
was a representative from Alabama, which 
Bachus rightly deemed designed to “poison 
the atmosphere” of the hearings and labeled 
“highly inappropriate.” 

The United States Senate is also expected to 
look into NCAA practices in the future. 


New Watches 

Two Alabama football players have been 
added to the “watch lists” of honor organiza- 
tions. Senior Bo Freelend of Eutaw has been 
named to the Ray Guy Award Watch List, 
which honors the nation’s leading punter, and 
junior linebacker DeMeco Ryans has been 
nominated for the Lott Trophy, to be awarded 
to the Defensive Impact Player of the Year in 
college football. Both lists will be cut to final- 
ists late in the season with awards made in 
the post-season. The Ray Guy Award is pre- 
sented by the Greater Augusta (Georgia) 
Sports Council and the Lott Trophy by the 
Pacific Club in Newport Beach, California. 


Golf Notes 

Former Alabama golf star Jerry Pate has 
been in the news almost every week as he has 
had a very successful debut season on the 
Champions Tour (formerly the Seniors Tour). 
And Pate continues to make his mark on the 
golf program of his alma mater. 

Pate has spent much time in Tuscaloosa 
overseeing work on the new Jerry Pate Golf 
Center of the Alabama men’s and women’s 
golf teams at Ol’ Colony Club. The facility, 
part of the $100 million-plus Crimson 
Tradition campaign that is also improving 
Coleman Coliseum ($28 million worth of im- 
provements begin this fall), Bryant-Denny 
Stadium, the football building, the track sta- 
dium, the softball stadium, Bryant Hall Aca- 
demic Center, and new soccer and tennis sta- 
diums that opened last month. 

The Tide men host another head-turning 
field at the 2004 Jerry Pate National October 
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11-12 at Birmingham’s Old Overton Club. 
Among the teams coming are Vanderbilt 
which features 2004 U.S. Amateur runner-up 
Luke List. Other U.S. Amateur participants 
on teams in the field include Georgia Tech’s 
Roberto Castro and Nicholas Thompson; 
Auburn's Lee Williams; and Wake Forest's 
Webb Simpson. The field of 12 also includes 
Clemson and U.S. Palmer Cup player Jack 
Ferguson; Oklahoma which has on its roster 
European Palmer Cup team member Alex 
Noren; and Wake Forest with the ACCS de- 
fending individual champion Sean Moore. 
Georgia, the defending SEC team champion, 
is also in the field. (The field includes: 
Alabama, Auburn, Augusta State, Clemson, 
Georgia Tech, Oklahoma State, TCU, 
Vanderbilt, Wake Forest, Alabama-Birming- 
ham, Georgia and Southern Cal). 

The Crimson Tide men’s team includes a 
last name that Alabama fans will recognize. 
Gator Todd, son of former Alabama quarter- 
back Richard Todd, is a freshman. The former 
Coffee of Florence star won the 2004 high 
school state championship. He is one of three 
freshmen golfers who come in as state high 
school champions. Matt Hughes won at 
Dalton (Georgia) High and Mark Harrell won 
two state championships his sophomore and 
junior seasons at Jeff Davis High in Hazle- 
hurst, Georgia. Those freshmen join an 
Alabama team that includes U.S. Amateur 
participants Max Alverio (2004) and Clint 
Provost (2002). Alverio will represent Puerto 
Rico at the 2004 World Amateur. It’s his sec- 
ond time to participate in the international 
event. The 2004 World Amateur is being held 
in his home country of Puerto Rico in 
October. 


Golf Winner 

Alabama senior women’s golfer Megan 
George carded a three-under-par 69 to cap- 
ture the individual medalist title at the Ann 
Rhoads Intercollegiate played at the OI’ 
Colony Golf Club. George finished the two- 
day event with a score of one-under-par 143 
to win by two strokes. Her strong play helped 
the Tide to a final round 299 and a third- 
place showing at its home event. 

The title marked George’s second career 
college victory, the first since transferring to 
Alabama from lowa a season ago. She also be- 
comes the third consecutive Crimson Tide 
golfer to claim the individual tournament 
crown at a UA-hosted event. George joins 
teammate Darby Sligh (last year) and former 
Tide standout Sarah Johnston (2001) as 
home tournament medalists. 

The Alabama women’s golf team will next 
compete on October 8-10 at the Mercedes- 
Benz Collegiate Championship in Knoxville. 


Captains 

Senior goalkeeper Laura Lowman and fifth- 
year senior Rebecca Baker were named 
Alabama soccer team captains in a vote by 
their teammates. For Baker, this is her second 
consecutive season to serve as team captain. 
Baker failed to see any action last season due 
to injury. Lowman was a unanimous choice. 

Alabama senior volleyball players Erin 
Heffner and Kory Tull were chosen permanent 
team captains for this season by a vote of their 


OCTOBER, 2004/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


of Alabama's Board of Trustees to endow a scholarship in The University’s department of jour- 
nalism in the name of the late ‘BAMA Associate Editor J.E. “Jay” Lisby. The $10,000 pledge is 
contingent on matching that $10,000 through donations. To date something over $1,000 has 
been donated. The remaining $9,000 must be raised by December 31. 

The Jay Lisby Endowed Memorial Scholarship in Journalism will provide annual scholar- 
ship assistance to talented students who demonstrate promise as future journalists. 

Jay Lisby died June 23 of cancer at age 48. The former school teacher had decided to 
change careers, seeking a fourth college degree, this one in journalism at Alabama, when he 
was hired by "BAMA in 2000. 

Gifts are tax deductible and can be made in a variety of ways: by writing a check (payable to 
University of Alabama) and sent to University of Alabama, College of Communication, Box 870172, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35487 (write J.E. Lisby in the “For” section); by Visa or MasterCard by contacting’ 
Sheila Davis at (205) 348-4787, or online at www.ccom.ua/edu/dean/developmenvBonnie 

As a “thank you” from "BAMA, we are offering premiums for your gifts. For a gift of $50 or 
more you will receive a BAMA MAGAZINE coffee mug; for $100 or more a BamaMag.com golf 
shirt, and for $500 or more lunch and golf for two with ’BAMA editor Kirk McNair and a 
member of the Alabama athletics department staff at NorthRiver Yacht Club in Tuscaloosa. 


teammates. The pair will both be serving their 
second seasons as team leaders after being se- 
lected team captains last year as juniors. 

In swimming and diving, juniors Spiros 
Bitsakis and JT Jones will captain the men’s 
team while senior Sonya Adams and junior 
Kathryn Hallquist will captain the women. 
Junior Aaron Ashworth will serve as the cap- 
tain for the divers. 


Softball College 

Alabama was selected as one of six national 
sites for the 2004-05 National Fastpitch 
Coaches College. The college is a clinic at- 
tracting top coaches. Alabama will host a 
course on Teaching Solid team Defense and 
Strategy November 12-14 at Alston Hall. 

Participants will learn how to teach players 
to defense hits, bunts, slaps and steals, as well 
as how to execute relays, pickoffs and run- 
downs. The course will also provide an in- 
depth analysis of various defensive sets and 
how to select the appropriate set for a variety 
of game situations. Participants will also re- 
ceive assistance in identifying and developing 
a personal defensive philosophy and develop- 
ing strategic insight. 

Instructors are Alabama Coach Pat Murphy, 
Nebraska Coach Rhonda Revelle and former 
Northwestern Coach and NFCC Director 
Sharon Drysdale. 

For registration information contact 
Murphy at (205) 348-4455. 


Opening Win 

Alabama freshman Alex Korir got his cross 
country career off to a good start as he was 
individual winner in Bama’s season-opening 
event. The Tide men finished second while 
the women took fifth in the Belmont 
Invitational in Nashville. 


Tennis Players Ranked 

Two Alabama tennis players have earned 
high rankings from the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association. Ropbin Stephenson earned the 
highest ranking in the history of Bama 
women’s tennis at number 16. Ashley Bentley 
was ranked 49th. As a doubles team, the duo 
is ranked sixth in the nation, the highest 
ranking of any kind in Alabama tennis history. 


Zeanah Dies 

One of the many distinct voices to call 
Alabama football games, Charles H. 
(Charley) Zeanah, 80, of Birmingham, died 
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on August 29 after a long battle with 
Parkinson's disease. 

In the 1940s, Zeanah began his career as a 
radio broadcaster, serving as chief announcer 
and sports director at WJRD in Tuscaloosa 
and sports director of WSFA-TV in Mont- 
gomery. He coordinated the Alabama football 
broadcasts over a Southeastern network of 52 
radio stations, becoming known as the “Voice 
of the Crimson Tide.” In 1951, he was signed 
by BBD&O Advertising Agency in New York 
City to do LSU football broadcasts for Ethyl 
Corporation over a network of stations 
throughout the South. 

A Tuscaloosa native, he was director of cor- 
porate community relations with Ethyl 
Corporation in Richmond, Virginia, before re- 
tiring in 1984 and moving back to Alabama. 

A University of Alabama alumnus, he was a 
vice president of The University’s National 
Alumni Association from 1958-60. The 
School of Communication selected him as 
1975 Outstanding Alumnus in Advertising 
and Public Relations, and the University’s 
Athletics Department recognized him in 2000 
for his contributions to Alabama football. As 
a volunteer in retirement, he interviewed for- 
mer coaches and players for a taped oral 
history of the Crimson Tide that is now a 
valuable resource in the archives of the Paul 
W. Bryant Museum in Tuscaloosa. 


Swimmer Dies 

Alabama junior swimmer Bernardo Romero 
died September 15 at DCH Regional Medical 
Center where he was being treated for com- 
plications arising from leukemia. He was 21. 

Romero, a native of Quito, Ecuador, had 
been battling the disease since being diag- 
nosed last year. After a period of remission, 
he returned to the hospital in late August. 

“Everyone loved Bernie; he was a great kid 
and he’s going to be missed,” Coach Eric 
Mcliquham said. “Bernie was one who always 
gave of himself. Even at the end, when we'd 
visit at the hospital, he was always talking 
about the team. 

“He fought hard for a long time. The doc- 
tors told us that he fought it longer than any- 
one they'd ever seen in a similar situation.” 

A four-year member of the Ecuador 
National Swim Team and a nationally ranked 
triathlete, Romero competed in the individual 
medley and butterfly events for the Crimson 
Tide. As a sophomore, he also competed on 
the Alabama cross country team. 


Replacing Brodie Croyle: 


It’s ‘Plan B’ At Quarterback 


by Kirk McNair 


With starter out for season, 
Tide offense now depends 
on inexperienced back-ups 


labama’s football team had three 
Azininse days in fall camp leading 
up to the 2004 season. In the third, 
starting quarterback Brodie Croyle was held 
out of action, back-ups Marc Guillon and 
Spencer Pennington given time to show their 
stuff. Following the scrimmage, Head Coach 
Mike Shula said that at every level of football 
when the starting quarterback is not playing 
the team appears to be deflated. There was a 
feeling that the main thing learned in that 
third scrimmage is that Alabama could not 
afford for Brodie Croyle to be out. 
Now Brodie Croyle is out, lost to a season- 
ending knee injury during a rout of Western 
Carolina. 


In that pre-season fall camp, Guillon was 
named the back-up quarterback to Croyle. 
Now Guillon has moved up to number one 
and Pennington to back-up, the role he had 
last year. Almost everyone involved with 
Bama football has said that Guillon’s exten- 
sive work in spring practice—Croyle and 
Pennington were held out of all contact work 
while recuperating from post-season shoul- 
der surgeries—-gave Guillon the edge. 

It is Alabama’s philosophy (presumably 
Shula’s philosophy) that the number one 
quarterback gets almost all practice snaps 
with the first offense. To great extent, back- 
up quarterbacks are supposed to learn by 
watching. That's a good theory if the number 
one quarterback never gets hurt. Once 
Croyle was hurt, Alabama had to go into 
hurry-up mode to try to get Guillon ready. 
And because Croyle had played almost the 
entire game in a romp over Utah State and 
did play the entire game in an easy win over 
Mississippi, Guillon is now getting his first 
meaningful game experience as a starter. 

In Guillon’s debut against Arkansas in 
Fayetteville, he would probably have been 
given a passing grade, but it was no surprise 
that he was unable to make the plays neces- 
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sary for victory. And it is reasonable to as- 
sume that the game plan was designed not 
for Guillon to win the game, but to make 
sure he didn’t lose it. And Guillon did not 
lose the game. Alabama coaches stressed 
that with the loss of Croyle other players 
would have to step up, and that continues to 
be true. 

In weeks to come, Guillon will have valu- 
able practice and game time and can be ex- 
pected to improve. Dave Rader, who coaches 
Bama’s quarterbacks, laid out the problem. 
“We don't have enough time,” Rader said. 
“We need another pre-season camp.” 

He said in practices that Guillon would get 
most of the work (approximately 85 per cent 
of the snaps in Tuesday and Wednesday prac- 
tices, not quite that many on Thursdays). 
“Spencer will be prepared to play,” Rader 
said. “Spencer has been with us for over a 
year now. We have to walk a fine line, giving 
Marc enough to be the starter, but giving 
Spencer enough to be the back-up.” 

Guillon has good quarterback qualities. 
Rader enumerated them as he prepared 
Guillon for the Razorbacks. He said, “Marc's 
got a real laid-back personality. He has good 
concentration. He's not real talkative, but he 
communicates well. He learns quickly. He 
has a quick release and an accurate arm. He's 
tall and he hangs in the pocket well. He’s not 
blurred by the rush. He’s an adequate athlete. 
He's a tough guy.” 

Rader said, “Mare hasn't had the reps 
(practice repetitions) Brodie has and they 
don’t do the same things best. We'll do the 
things Marc does best, which is not necessar- 
ily what the offense would do with Brodie. 
Marc will do the best he can.” 

Rader said, “Both Mare and Spencer know 
what we're talking about. They'll pick it up 
quickly. It’s not like last year, because both of 
them have been through the offense. We'll 
build on that foundation.” 

Guillon, 6-3, 212, is from Chico, Califor- 
nia. He spent a season at Miami before trans- 
ferring to Alabama prior to the 2003 season. 
Rader said, “He trained well in the Miami 
program, which is similar to ours.” 

Pennington, 6-4, 224, is from Fayette. He 
started one game last year and was the back- 
up to Croyle, although his participation in 
the second half of 2003 was severely limited 
by an injury to his throwing shoulder. 


uillon does not lack for confidence. 
G expects to be able to lead Ala- 

bama’s offense. And Tide players and 
coaches express confidence in both Guillon 
and Pennington. 

“My job is to help the team get better each 
week,” Guillon said. “The team has to know 
they can depend on me. | think they do. 
They've seen me in practice.” 
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Dave Rader 


Bama's players and coaches got to see what 
Guillon could do in the spring. Although he 
had a lackluster day in a lackluster A-Day 
Game, overall his spring work was impres- 
sive. Guillon said, “It was huge to get all 
those reps. You hate what happened to 
Brodie, but that’s why we practice—to be pre- 
pared.” 

Although in Bama’s first game with Guillon 
at quarterback the Tide was decidedly run- 
oriented, Guillon said, “We can’t be one-di- 
mensional. The balance between run and 
pass will be about the same as with Brodie; 
maybe not quite as much passing. My focus 
has to be on being consistent and on getting 
the ball where it needs to be.” 

Matt Caddell, a starting wide receiver, said, 
“We'll miss Brodie, but I expect the offense 
to be about the same. | think we have two 
good quarterbacks. Spencer has a little more 
experience, but Marc is getting there. Marc 
gets the ball to you in the right place and 
reads coverages well.” 

Caddell noted that summer work with all 
the quarterbacks and wide receivers working 
together helped smooth the transition in 
quarterbacks. “We got our timing down and 
our correct depths (on pass routes), so it's 
not a big adjustment. And we went through 
the spring with Marc. We have a good rela- 
tionship.” 

Caddell said, “Brodie has one of the 
strongest arms in college football; maybe the 
strongest arm. There are a lot of strong- 
armed quarterbacks who don't have the ve- 
locity Brodie has. Mare and Spencer get the 
ball there okay. We just need to adjust and 
get the job done. We all have to step it up.” 

Pennington said, “When you sign to play at 
Alabama, you want to play. But I'm sorry for 
Brodie. I'd rather not play a down than move 
up the depth chart because a teammate gets 
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Marc Guillon 


hurt, but thats the nature of the game. Marc 
and I have prepared to play. We know the of- 
fense. It's a matter of executing. We've both 
tried to prepare as if we would be starting, 
but now we have to get in a new groove.” 
Pennington said the difference in quarter- 


Spencer Pennington 


back changes this year and last year, when 
both Croyle and then Pennington were in- 
jured, “is apples and oranges. We’ve been 
through the offense. It's not a matter of hav- 
ing to learn the offense. We know it. Now 
we've got to do it.” 
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LéRon McClain: 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Soph fullback playing key 
role in offensive success 
despite lack of statistics 


hrough the first two games of the 
[T season, Alabama fullback 

LéRon McClain had a rush attempt 
for one yard, and one pass reception for 
seven yards. Not much in the way of statis- 
tics for a so-called “skill position” player. 
Yet McClain is regarded as a key to the 
Crimson Tide offense. 

Certainly, his one reception was impor- 
tant. On a third-and-one play with Bama 
leading 14-0, quarterback Brodie Croyle 
fired, and McClain adjusted to a ball thrown 
hard and slightly behind him. The catch 
and subsequent run put the ball at midfield 
and extended the Tide’s drive, which result- 
ed in a touchdown four plays later. 

“He's the unsung hero of the offense 
among the skill guys,” Alabama Head Coach 
Mike Shula said of the former Tuscaloosa 
County High star. “He was one of the first 
guys I congratulated after that long drive 
where we scored. He caught the pass on 
third down—and Brodie threw it hard at 
him-to keep the drive going. 

“We need guys to do a better job of taking 
advantage of the opportunities they get. 
LéRon has done that.” 

Even though he plays a skill position, and 
is eligible to run and catch the ball, McClain 
has had to measure his performances, for 
the most part, more like an offensive line- 
man. When he’s in the game, McClain usu- 
ally is lead-blocking for Ray Hudson, 
Kenneth Darby, or sometimes Tim Castille 
in the Tide's short-yardage package. Castille 
is ordinarily the fullback in front of 
McClain. 

“I want to get Ken Darby and Ray Hudson 
over 100 yards every week,” McClain said. 
“And with Tim (Castille) playing halfback 
some, I want to get him in the end zone. 1 
just want to keep playing my role as full- 
back. I want to grade out good every week 
and get these other guys rushing yards. If 1 
catch a few passes or gain yards, whatever.” 

(In a game memorable primarily for the 
season-ending injury to Croyle, McClain got 
a few yards—two runs for 16 yards, includ- 
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ing a powerful 14-yard touchdown run-and 
caught a pass—a three-yard scoring pass 
from Mare Guillon that was Guillon’s first 
touchdown pass and McClain’s first touch- 
down reception.) 

Despite the paucity of yards, McClain has 
had a winning grades in the early games, 
something he attributes in part to a strin- 
gent off-season program directed by 
Strength and Conditioning Coach Kent 
Johnston. 

McClain said, “I’ve blocked pretty well. 
Caught a few passes. I feel faster and lighter. 
I'm well-conditioned and I’m not getting 
tired. In games I’m finishing strong.” 

Through the Mississippi game, McClain 
aided his team to 238 rushing yards per 
game, with Hudson averaging 114 yards per 
game and Darby 99 per game, first and 
fourth in the Southeastern Conference, re- 
spectively. 

With Alabama's triple-threat backfield of 
Hudson, Darby and Castille, McClain un- 
derstands that his encounters with ball-in- 
hand might be few and far between. That's 
why he takes delight when one does come 
his way. His mouth waters when thinking 
about it, and he can visualize plays like the 
one against Mississippi, where he’s matched 
against a usually smaller opposing defensive 
back. 

“I have to stay tight, stay low in my 
stance, and make it look like run,” McClain 
said describing the pass play to him. “Then 
I scoot out in the flat, catch the ball, and 
turn up field. 

“I’m fixing to try to punish him. He's 
going to know that I’m not running out of 
bounds,” McClain said. “I’m going to turn 
up like I did Saturday (against Mississippi) 
and try to make more yards. He can’t look 
forward to me going out of bounds because 
I'm about to give it to him.” 


s a true freshman McClain easily 
Ar the “look” test even before he 

was able to suit up for Alabama. 
Unfortunately, McClain was forced to sit out 
most of Alabama’s fall camp because he was 
a late academic qualifier. Instead of practic- 
ing, he watched each one of the squad’s 
practices, trying to pick up as much as he 
could while sweating out his status before 
being cleared to join the team on August 15, 
2003. 

Even after the late arrival, McClain was 
one of only five true freshmen to see action 
a year ago. He played in 11 games, includ- 
ing a start against Kentucky. He had 180 
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snaps on the year, one carry for one yard 
and two receptions for 35 yards. McClain 
missed the Northern Illinois and Arkansas 
games with an injury. 

McClain, who received scholarship offers 
from several high-profile Division I schools, 
chose to stick with Alabama, even through 
the coaching turmoil of 2002. 

“I know when we had the coaching 
change situation I thought about backing 
out a little bit but my heart was at Alabama 
and that’s where I am. I know I made the 
right decision to come here.” 

He and his backfield mate, Castille, both 
played as true freshmen in the same class, 
and the two have become close in their time 
together at The Capstone. 

“We live close to each other, we talk, and 
we have a class together,” McClain said. 
“We're pretty close. When a play is called I 
know he trusts me to block the way the full- 
back is supposed to block.” 

McClain said, “In the meetings, I talk 
about plays that I mess up on and tell him 
not to make the same mistake, and vice 
versa. He helps me and | help him. That's 
going to make us both better.” 

The sophomore duo was so impressive at 
times, coaches (and fans) wanted to see 
them on the field together. In the spring, 
Shula and staff experimented with McClain 
at fullback and Castille at halfback in short 
yardages situations, a set that’s been a fan- 
favorite. 

Said starting halfback Hudson, “Kenneth 
Darby and I talk about it on the sidelines: if 
we get inside the 20 we know they're going 
to put those big boys in there. When we 
break a long run we know it might be our 
last chance to score.” 

McClain said he doesn’t mind having his 
friend get most of the glory of crossing the 
goal line in the short yardage set. 

“Tim and me being in on goal line and 
short yardage situations is just another 
chance for Tim to get in the end zone and 
for me to block for him,” McClain said. “I 
love it.” 

Although McClain didn’t have a large 
number of touches in the Tide's first two 
games, the Tide coaches want to get 
McClain more touches as the season goes 
along. 

“We like LéRon with the ball,” Offensive 
Coordinator Dave Rader said. “We haven't 
gotten it to him much this year but it’s 
something we need to do.” 

McClain’s obviously willing to carry more 
of a load with the ball if asked, and he 
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makes it known that pay dirt is his only goal 
when he does get the football. 

“I look forward to carrying the ball,” 
McClain said. “In the first game against Utah 
State I missed a hole because I was looking at 
the end zone. 1| was looking at that red and 
trying to get in the end zone. I’m just look- 
ing to score every time | touch it if it’s catch- 
ing out of the backfield or running it.” 

Besides being known for his naturally im- 
posing football physique, McClain is known 
by most for his big, bright smile, which is on 
display most days. He found that the benefits 
outweigh some of the negatives, like being 
made fun of some by his teammates. 

“They tried to call me soft but I don’t want 
that smile to fool them. A lot of people talk 
about my smile—teachers, and when | go over 
to Burke Hall to eat, the cafeteria lady says I 
have a cute smile. Also, the ladies like it.” 

The smile that brightens the lunch lady's day 
might send a different message to defenders 
around the Southeastern Conference. “When I 
make a good block, I just smile at them and go 
back to the huddle,” McClain said. “I want to 
let them to know that I’m coming back.” 


Sophomore fullback LéRon McClain gives Bama 
a different look when he’s in, particularly if 
paired with Tim Castille. 
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Mark Anderson: 


Emerging From The Shadows 


by Greg Wallace 


Who is this man chasing 
opposing quarterbacks? 
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aybe it’s his sleek, 250-pound 

frame, so out of place in the mean 

trenches of the Southeastern 
Conference. Maybe it’s his quiet voice and 
unassuming nature, an unusual sight in the 
me-me-me world of college football. Maybe 
it’s the talent that has surrounded him-play- 
ers like Antwan Odom, Nautyn McKay- 
Loescher, Anthony Bryant, Todd Bates and 
others. 


www.BamaMag.com 


Whatever the reason, University of 
Alabama junior defensive end Mark 
Anderson just doesn’t spring to the tongues 
of fans and media when the Crimson Tide's 
defensive line is discussed. Anderson, a 
quick, talented end, slides along just below 
the surface, mired in anonymity. If he has 
his way, though, that time in the shadows 
will be ending soon. 

A bulked-up Anderson has his sights set 
on a breakout season full of quarterback 
sacks, hurries, and tackles for loss, That, he 
hopes, will get his name into the SEC's lime- 
light. 

“I'm predicting a pretty good year, that’s 
what I’m working towards, to have a known 
season,” Anderson said recently. “A season 
where, afterward, people will know my 
name.” 

Anderson has always been something of a 
square peg in the round hole of the Alabama 
football program. A Tulsa, Oklahoma, na- 
tive, he is the only Sooner state native on 
the Tide's roster and one of only four players 
from west of the Mississippi River on the 
team. 

While at Tulsa’s Booker T. Washington 
High, he became impressed with Dennis 
Franchione’s TCU program. So when 
Franchione’s staff moved to Alabama in 
December, 2000, Anderson’s interest fol- 
lowed. 

“When (Franchione’s staff) came to 
Alabama, they asked me if I wanted to take a 
visit,” Anderson said. “I liked what I saw, 
liked my teammates. 

“I was ready to get out of Oklahoma any- 
way-get a different scene.” 

When he arrived in Tuscaloosa in August, 
2001, he weighed 215 pounds—and was 
promptly redshirted. He spent the next year 
bulking up, and worked his way into a back- 
up linebacker role in fall 2002. 


fter the season, Franchione’s staff 

bolted for Texas A&M, replaced, al- 

beit briefly, by Mike Price’s staff. That 
spring, defensive coordinator Joe Kines and 
defensive ends coach Paul Randolph decided 
Anderson-then weighing around 235 
pounds—was a better fit on the line. 

They moved him to defensive end, where 
he was an immediate fit thanks to his athlet- 
ic and personal attributes. 

“He took it and took hold of it, with both 


Although overlooked by some, it is unlikely that 
Mark Anderson will be overlooked by opposing 
quarterbacks. The Tide’s junior defensive end is 
an outstanding pass rusher. Barry Fikes Photo 
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hands, both feet,” Randolph said. “It wasn’t any of this, ‘I've got to be 
a linebacker’ or ‘They're mistreating me at defensive end.’ I think he 
took it, took hold and ran with it. His attitude was the best thing 
about it.” 

But Anderson struggled with the move. He was used to roaming 
free in space, looking for the play. Now the play was right in his face- 
mask. 

“At first, I didn’t think it'd be that hard, but when | went out there, 
it was difficult,” he said. “You've got to be ready. You've got to be on 
your toes at all times, because you've got double-teams coming at 
you-300-pound linemen, 300-pound tight ends coming at you.” 

Randolph, a Canadian Football League defensive lineman during 
his playing days, says instinct rules a good ends life. 

“At linebacker, you're three or four yards away from all the action,” 
Randolph said. “At defensive end, you’re almost nose-to-nose on 
guys, so your reaction has to be quicker and you have to trust your 
eyes more.” 


McKay-Loescher as a starting defensive end. Randolph credit- 
ed his quick learning curve. 

“The biggest thing he’s learned to do is trust what he sees,” 
Randolph said. “He sees his cues and his reads and things like that. 
What his cue is telling him, he plays according to that.” 

Anderson finished 2003 with 48 tackles and 2.5 sacks, accomplish- 
ments that went largely unnoticed amid Odom’s departure to the 
NFL and the spectacular seasons of DeMeco Ryans, Derrick Pope and 
Roman Harper deeper in Alabama's defense. 

No problem, he said. 

“I'm used to being overlooked,” he said. “That doesn’t bother me. 
As soon as I see people overlook me, | use it as motivation to go out 
there and play harder.” 

Last winter, Anderson applied himself in the weight room and in 
winter conditioning, gaining 15 pounds of muscle that pushed his 
weight to 250 pounds. 

When practice began in early August, Randolph quickly noticed a 
different Mark Anderson. 

“He worked his tail off, had a great summer, and I think his confi- 
dence level has gone up ten-fold as far as getting bigger, getting 
stronger this summer and becoming faster,” Randolph said. “He un- 
derstands that and he's using all his strength, all his assets to help his 
play.” 

He’s also carrying a bit of a chip on his shoulder—the weight of rela- 
tive anonymity. 

“I'm feeling like this will be my breakout year,” Anderson said. “I’ve 
worked hard in the offseason to get ready for this season. I’ve been 
working extra hard, because 1 know how hard the offensive line 
comes.” 

Anderson is an active pass-rusher, always moving and working 
against bigger offensive linemen for that extra push that will free him 
for a quarterback sack. Even when he doesn’t make the sack, 
Anderson spends much of his time in the offensive backfield harass- 
ing opposing quarterbacks. 

In Randolph’s opinion, Anderson’s linebacker training helps him 
stand out on the line. 

“Having linebacker instincts and linebacker athleticism is really 
what helps him at defensive end,” Randolph said. “He's all over the 
place as far as pass rush. He’s in, he’s out, he’s cartwheeling, jumping, 
backflipping. But it’s his no-give-up attitude as far as rushing the 
passer that I think is going to make him a really good pass rusher.” 

Pretty soon, quarterbacks all over the SEC should know his name. 

“In our scheme, I'm expecting him to have a breakout season,” 
Randolph said. “This year is his next year at the position and I see 
him progressing better and further.” 


B: the sixth game of the 2003 season, Anderson had supplanted 
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Basketball Outlook: 


How Goo 
Will This 


Tide Be? 


by Kirk McNair 


Despite fine 2004 finish, 
Gottfried sees problems 


n the mid-1970s, when Alabama football 

was running roughshod in the South- 

eastern Conference, the witty, gravelly- 
voiced sports editor of the Gainesville Sun, 
Jack Hairston, took it upon himself to pre- 
view Bama Coach Paul Bryant's presentation 
to the SEC Skywriters, a group of sportswrit- 
ers who traveled to each league school in 
August in order to preview the season. 

Hairston as Bryant said, “I'll be honest 
with you. I don’t think we have enough 
good players to win a game-and that in- 
cludes the Sugar Bowl.” 

Alabama Basketball Coach Mark Gottfried 
hasn’t reached Bryant's level in dominating 
the SEC, but this year he’s making what 
many would be considered a run at Bryant's 
record for poor-mouthing. Gottfried is mak- 
ing a pretty good case that his team—with 
four starters back from a squad that reached 
the Elite Eight in the NCAA Tournament by 
knocking off number one seed and top- 
ranked Stanford as well as defending nation- 
al champion Syracuse-should be rated no 
better than third in the SEC Western 
Division this year. 

Gottfried’s primary concerns are that he 
lost senior point guard Antoine Pettway and 
that Kennedy Winston, All-SEC last year as 
a sophomore, has been slow to recover from 
injury. 

“We had a great run in the (NCAA) 
Tournament, but we have to get a lot better,” 
Gottfried said. “The players returning have 
to get better. And we're going to have to rely 
on a freshman at point guard, which is 
scary.” 

Gottfried points out the ups and downs of 
last season. In mid-February, Bama was upset 
by Vanderbilt in Tuscaloosa to fall to 12-10. 
It was the Tide's sixth loss in seven games, 


Mark Gottfried has had great success as 
Alabama’s basketball coach, and particularly 
with last year’s Elite Eight finish at the NCAA 
Tournament. Barry Fikes Photo 
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and Alabama had three of its next four 
games on the road and two of its final five 
games against powerful Mississippi State. 

Bama went on the road and defeated the 
Bulldogs, then beat Auburn in Auburn, 
Mississippi in Tuscaloosa, and Arkansas in 
Fayetteville. Even with two overtime losses 
in the next three games, to State and to 
Florida in the SEC Tournament, Bama had 
played a tough schedule and finished with a 
winning record and was invited to the 
NCAA Tournament. 

In the opening game, against Southern 
Illinois, Pettway made a jumper at the 
buzzer to give the Tide a 65-64 win. 

“If Antoine doesn’t make that shot, then 
we would have finished 17-13 and nobody 
would have been talking about us being 
good again this year,” Gottfried said. 

But Pettway did hit it. And he hit a three- 
point shot against Stanford to win that 
game. And Bama blasted Syracuse. The 
clock didn’t strike midnight until the Tide 
ran up against eventual national champion 
Connecticut. 

Now Pettway is gone, along with back-up 
guard Demetrius Smith and back-up for- 
wards Emmett Thomas and Reggie Rambo. 
This time a year ago it was more likely that 
Gottfried would brag about the foursome all 
headed to graduation exercises (which they 
were) than to the NCAA Tournament. 

“This is a new year,” Gottfried said. “This 
team is going to be a different team. Last 
year we had four legitimate three-point 
shooters and we lost two of them in Pettway 
and Thomas. You saw how important they 
were when Syracuse zoned us.“ Bama hit 
nine three-point shots in that game. 

Gottfried has a real concern about 
Winston, the upcoming junior who was SEC 
Player of the Week three times last season. 
In early June he had athroscopic surgery to 
clean up his knee. He was released to re- 
sume play in mid-July, but continued to 
have problems. “He hasn't been up and 
down the court twice since the Connecticut 
game,” Gottfried said. 

Winston, who averaged 17.1 points and 
5.5 rebounds from his small forward posi- 
tion, has added about 25 pounds to his 6-6 
frame, up to about 230. 


inston is the most prominent re- 

turning Tide player, but the Tide 

also returns wing guard Earnest 

Shelton, who averaged 15.8 points per game 

as a junior; 6-7, 230-pound junior forward 

Chuck Davis, 11.5 points and 5.9 rebounds 

per game in 2004; and soph center Jermareo 

Davidson, 6-10, 210, who was Freshman 

All-SEC with 5.0 points, 4.3 rebounds, and 
1.4 blocked shots per game. 

Other scholarshipped lettermen returning 
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Earnest Shelton is the only returning senior starter for the Alabama men’s basketball team, and Coach 


Mark Gottfried is hoping the sharp-shooting guard will be a team leader. 


are 6-8 junior forward Evan Brock and 6-6 
senior wing Lucky Williams. 

Bama redshirted two skinny freshmen last 
year. Akini Adkins has added some weight, 
up 25 pounds to 215 on his 6-9 frame, but 
Shawn Taylor has not added much weight 
and is still very thin at 6-11, 200. 

No one expects much redshirting of this 
year's signing class. 


www.BamaMag.com 
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The point guard position manned by 
Pettway and backed up by Smith last season 
will be contested between two incoming 
freshmen, 6-2 Ronald Steele of Birmingham 
John Carroll (two-time Mr. Basketball by the 
Alabama Sports Writers Association) and 6- 
3 Albert Weber of New Orleans by way of 
the famed Zion Christian School in Durham, 
North Carolina. Another freshman, Al 
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Weber, will work at wing guard. Jean Felix, 
who was the Alabama Sports Writers’ Junior 
College Athlete of the Year, is a 6-7, 213- 
pound small forward who averaged 18.2 
points per game at Bevill State in Sumiton 
last year. 

Gottfried analyzes the roster: “We have four 
players with a lot of experience, and the rest 
of the team has very little experience. It’s de- 
ceiving because the four who played played a 
lot. We lost a senior point guard and a back- 
up senior point guard and we're replacing 
them with a freshman point guard and a 
freshman back-up point guard. That's going 
to be the biggest hurdle.” 

He admitted that this time a year ago he 
didn’t expect Pettway to be so critical a loss. 
Most of the attention was on Pettway’s prede- 
cessor, Mo Williams, who left after his fresh- 
man year for the NBA. 

“Antoine is the kind of guy who doesn’t 
come along very often,” Gottfried said. “We 
rose to a level higher than anyone expected 
because of him. Not just because of the plays 
he made, but because he was a real leader, a 
leader who willed our team to some victories. 

“I think we recruited some guys who can 
play, but last year we subbed a 22-year-old for 
a 22-year-old, and this year we'll be putting 
in an 18-year-old and subbing for him with 
another 18-year-old. It's not the same.” 


ottfried considers leadership as criti- 
G: to success, and he predicts that 

Earnest Shelton, the 6-3, 200-pound 
senior guard from Memphis, will be the leader 
of this team. “He had a good junior year and I 
think he’s going to be delivering every night,” 
the coach said. “His teammates have a great 
deal of confidence in him and he’s worked 
awfully hard in the summer. He's lost that 
baby fat he’s carried around since he got here, 
and he’s a lot quicker. He'll be able to take it 
to the basket and get to the foul line more.” 

That’s not all the good Bama’s coach sees. 
He’s pleased to have Felix coming in to back 
up Winston. Gottfried said, “I'm glad we've 
got him. He would be back-up to Kennedy 
right now.” 

And he agrees that Davis and Davidson de- 
veloped well in 2004. “They really im- 
proved,” Gottfried said. “Over the years the 
guys we've brought in here have gotten bet- 
ter, and those two are a good example of that. 
Now they need to continue to improve.” 

Bama will be looking for inside depth, and 
Gottfried isn’t sure where it will come from. 
“Evan (Brock) gave us some good minutes 
last year, but he’s not a true post player,” 
Gottfried said. “Shawn (Taylor) and Akini 
(Adkins) still aren’t big enough. Shawn is the 
first guy we've had who had trouble putting 
on weight. They have a big hill to climb. You 
can't play at 6-10 and 200 in this league, but 
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we knew that when we signed them. We'll see 
how they develop.” 

Gottfried said, “We've got four guys who've 
played a lot and a fifth, Evan Brock, who has 
some experience. The rest—nine of them includ- 
ing (walk-ons) Jason Reese, LaKory Daniels, 
and Justin Jonus—have none. So we've got to 
have the ones who have played play better. We 
can't give up 21 rebounds to (Mississippi 
State's) Lawrence Roberts like we did last year. 
We've got to have a healthy Kennedy Winston. 
And our newcomers, particularly at point 
guard, have to come along quickly.” 

Gottfried, who kept his coaching staff intact 
(Philip Pearson, Orlando Early, and Tom 
Asbury), won't have quite as difficult a sched- 
ule as last year. Bama’s 2004 schedule was 
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considered by some as the nation’s most diffi- 
cult. But it will again be challenging, some- 
thing Gottfried considers necessary to NCAA 
Tournament consideration and to building a 
strong team. 

Alabama, as all college teams, will begin 
practice October 16. The pre-season schedule 
includes an exhibition game against cross- 
city Stillman College now coached by former 
Tide star Leon Douglas on November 10. 
Bama will have its Crimson-White scrimmage 
on October 30 at 6 p.m. CST. 

As for the SEC Western Division race, 
Gottfried said that both Mississippi State and 
LSU should be ranked ahead of Alabama. But 
there's no doubt Gottfried and the Tide will aim 
higher than the coach’s public expectation. 
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Women’s Basketball Outlook: 


LEO. aoe A ela se oe ai led 
Moody Expects Bama To Be Back 


by Tyler Christian 


Tide should have more 
and better players in 2005 


labama Women’ Basketball Coach Rick 
Ass: is as excited to get a season start- 
d as he has ever been in his 16-year 
tenure with the Crimson Tide. Moody, the win- 
ningest basketball coach (men’s or womens) in 
school history, is just three wins shy of 300 for 
his career. But thats not what has him chomp- 
ing at the bit for the start of official practice on 
October 16. 

What about having a chance to move past a 
pair of disappointing finishes the last two sea- 
sons and start fresh in 2004-05? Nope. That's 
not the thing he’s most fired up about either. 

His excitement stems from Bama having 
eight letterwinners-including four starters—re- 
turning, and a talented newcomer class. Those 
two things along with his unwavering confi- 
dence and fierce competitiveness have Moody 
counting down the days to get things rolling. 

“1 think this could be the year we are back,” 


said Moody. “I have to believe that. I have con- 
fidence in our players. I see how deep and ath- 
letic we will be, especially at the guard position. 
I think that we are more experienced, stronger 
and deeper and with that comes great possibili- 
ties. That is what I am truly excited about.” 

Depth will be a strength for the Crimson 
Tide, as seven of the eight returning players av- 
eraged over 15 minutes of action a game last 
year. Nearly every returnee has also started a 
game with seniors Monique Bivins and Katie 
Sipe looking to be in the starting line-up for a 
third year. The newcomers also bring a wealth 
of experience to the table with redshirted trans- 
fers Marverly Nettles (Chicago State) and 
Krystle Johnson (UCLA) having both earned 
playing time at the Division I college level. 

“Our advantage this year is in numbers,” said 
Moody. “We have at least 11 players who can 
really play the game. Some of them are new, but 
they are extremely talented and bring great ré- 
sumés. They've played at a high level for most 
of their careers. From a numbers perspective 
our biggest strength is at the guard spot.” 


perimeter for the Tide. Bivins is coming 
off the best season of her career averaging 
14.4 points a game and earning All-Southeast- 
ern Conference second team. Sipe has been one 


Sem Bivins and Sipe lead the way on the 
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of the squad’ top three-point threats since her 
arrival at The Capstone. Nettles, a sophomore 
who garnered Newcomer of the Year honors in 
the Mid-Continent Conference before transfer- 
ring to Alabama, brings a well-rounded game 
on both ends of the court. Sophomores Lauren 
Hill and Navonda Moore both made an impact 
for Bama last season. Leah Drury, who has bat- 
tled injuries in her first two seasons, gives UA 
even more depth on the wing. True freshman 
Mamie Rutherford, an all-state standout from 
Hatton, will likely be redshirted this season, 
but at 6-1 she gives the Tide a different look at 
the guard position. 

“We've got a boat load of folk out on the 
wing,” said Moody. “It is going to be up to the 
players to work hard and earn their own play- 
ing time at those positions. Monique and Katie 
both understand what it takes to win at this 
level and last year Marverly was the best player 
on the floor in practice on some days. Lauren 
and Navonda both gained valuable playing ex- 
perience last year and we are counting on them 
maturing this year. Leah is a very gritty com- 
petitor that helps us in many ways. Right now, 
our plan is to redshirt Mamie, but she has had 
some very good pre-season workouts.” 

Redshirt sophomore Kate Mastin returns at 
the point guard spot where she is joined by 
freshmen Crystal Bellinger and Lateefah Joye, 


Katie Sipe will be starting for the third year at 
guard for Coach Rick Moody’s Crimson Tide. 
Guard is a team strength on what Moody be- 
lieves will be the strongest Bama women’s bas- 
ketball squad in several years. 

Kent Gidley Photo 
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both from New York City. Mastin demonstrated 
determination and a flair for the dramatic dur- 
ing her freshman campaign helping the Tide 
win a couple of games with plays in the final 
seconds a year ago. Bellinger and Joye teamed 
together last season to lead the Patterson 
School to a prep national championship. The 
duo possesses explosive offensive weapons 
with solid all-around basketball skills. 

“Kate gained valuable experience at the point 
last year, but she is still learning the position,” 
Moody said. “Crystal is a true point guard with 
great ball-handling skills, but she is coming off 
a knee injury that forced her to miss last sea- 
son, Lateefah is not the typical point guard, but 
is fully capable of getting it done at that spot if 
called upon. I’m confident we have three play- 
ers who can play that position, and that’s im- 
portant because without a point guard it is 
hard to get anything going on offense.” 

For the first time in a couple years, Alabama 
also has some needed depth at the post. 
Returning starters senior Natasha Gamble and 
junior Dee Merriweather are joined by new- 
comers Krystle Johnson and Chanel Johnson 
(no relation) giving UA a solid rotation in the 
paint. 

“The last couple of years our guards have 
been pretty solid,” Moody said, “but the thing 
we have been missing is an individual in the 
post who we could throw the ball in to and get 
a basket when we really needed one. I think 
this group allows us to have many more op- 
tions and looks in a game. This fall, Natasha 
has been our best post player in workouts. She 
has shown a real ability to score no matter 
whom is guarding her. We are looking for Dee 
to continue her steady development having 
seen significant playing time last year. Krystle 
really understands the game and gives us an 
excellent passer on the block. She has worked 
hard on her conditioning and knows how to 
use her body well. Chanel is another question 
mark for us in the fact that she too is coming 
off a knee injury. She has looked good in work- 
outs. She is a good runner and an extremely 
quick leaper off the floor. She has great poten- 
tial.” 


oody has put together a schedule that 

will test and prepare Bama for the rig- 

ors of SEC play and also, hopefully, a 
return trip to the NCAA Tournament. The 
2004-05 slate features big-name teams from big 
conferences, along with perennial powers and 
in-state rivals. 

“Our non-conference schedule is one of the 
most competitive and challenging in my 16 
years at Alabama,” said Moody. “From the first 
game all the way to the last, we are playing 
teams that regularly compete for conference 
championships and play in the NCAA 
Tournament. I believe if we can be successful 
in the non-conference that we will be prepared 
for the challenge of the SEC.” 

Alabama opens the year on November 19, the 
day before the Alabama-Auburn football game 
in Tuscaloosa, against Michigan in a game to be 
played at noon in Coleman Coliseum. 

“The SEC is again the strongest in the coun- 
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try,” said Moody. “Tennessee and Georgia are 
two of the most talented teams in the nation 
and LSU returns several key players including 
one of the nation’s best in Simone Augustus. 
Vanderbilt returns a whole bunch of folks from 
a team that made a great run at the end of the 
year. Those four teams are very strong, but 
when you look around at the rest of the league 
there are several teams that have holes to fill. I 
think you'll just have to put the rest of the 
group in a bag and shake it up and see how 
things fall out.” 

In his previous 15 years at the helm of the 
Crimson Tide, Moody has guided his team to 
the postseason 11 times including eight trips to 
the NCAA Tournament. In 1994, he led 


Alabama to the school’s only Final Four ap- 
pearance. His goals and expectations have 
never wavered even when injuries and fate 
caused things to not go his way. This season he 
has a renewed focus and determination to 
move Alabama women’s basketball around the 
comer. 

“Anything less than an NCAA Tournament 
bid at the end of this year will be a huge disap- 
pointment,” said Moody. “In my career, we 
have had some great seasons but the last couple 
have not worked out and I take full responsibil- 
ity for them. I also take responsibility for get- 
ting this program back to where it belongs. I 
believe we have the people in place to get this 
thing turned around in a very big way.” 
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Bama Basketball Rosters, Schedules 


2004-05 Men’s Roster 2004-05 Women’s Roster 


No Name Pos Ht Wt CIExp Hometown No Name Pos Ht Cl Exp Hometown 
1 Chuck Davis F 6-7230 Jr 2L Selma 00 ChanelJohnson F/C 6-3 Fr HS Tulsa, Okla 
3 Kennedy Winston F 6-6230 Jr 2L Mobile 1 Crystal Bellinger G 5-10 Fr HS _ New York 
4 Albert Weber G 6-2175 Fr HS Marrero, La. 2 Marverly Nettles G 5-10 So RS Birmingham 
5 Earnest Shelton G 6-3215 Sr 3L Memphis 4 Mamie Rutherford G 6-1 Fr HS Hatton 
13 Lucky Williams G/F 6-6210 Sr 2L Lagos, Nigeria 5 Krystie Johnson C 6-4 Jr RS Hoover 
20 LaKory Daniels G 6-1180 Fr RS Troy 10 Leah Drury G 5-8 So  1L Greensboro 
21 Evan Brock F 6-8205 Jr 2L Roswell, Ga. 11 Lateefah Joye G 5-11 Fr HS _ New York 
22 Ronald Steele G 6-2185 Fr HS Birmingham 21 Kate Mastin G 5-9 So IL Boaz 
23 Jean Felix F 6-7205 Jr Tr Pointe-Noire, 24 Monique Bivins G 5-9 Sr 3L Alabaster 
Congo-Brazzaville 25 Katie Sipe G 5-10 Sr 3L_ Hillsboro, Tenn. 
24 Jason Reese G 6-2215 Sr 2L Birmingham 32 Natasha Gamble F 6-0 Sr 3L Jackson 
25. Glenn Miles G 6-4185 Fr HS Birmingham 33 Lauren Hill F 6-0 So 1L New Orleans 
32 Shawn Taylor C6-10185 Fr RS Unadilla, Ga. 34 Navonda Moore G/F 5-10 So  1L Jackson, Miss. 
33 Jermareo Davidson C6-10210 So IL Atlanta 52 Dee Merriweather C 6-4 Jr 2L Hanceville 
44 Justin Jonus G/F 6-5210 Fr RS Boaz Head Coach: Rick Moody 
45 Akini Adkins F 6-8210 Fr RS Tallahassee, Fla. (Troy State, 1976, 16th season at Alabama) 
Head Coach: Mark Gottfried Assistant Coaches: Ron Aldy, Brittney Ezell, Quentin Hillsman 


(Alabama, 1987, seventh season at Alabama) 
Assistant Coaches: Tom Asbury, Orlando Early, Philip Pearson 


2004-05 Men’s Schedule 


2004-05 Women’s Schedule 


Date Opponent CDT Date Opponent CDT 
Oct. 30 Crimson-White Intrasquad 6:00 Nov. 9 Premier Players (Exhibition) 7:00 
Nov. 10 Stillman (Exhibition) 7:00 Nov. 19 Michigan Noon 
Nov. 13 Athletes in Action (Exhibition) TBA Nov. 22 Middle Tennessee State 7:00 
Nov. 19 Western Carolina 5:30 Nov. 26- @ Seattle Times Classic 
Novy. 21 North Texas 3:30 Noy. 27 (Nov. 26 Alabama vs. Columbia, 3:00; 

Noy. 24- Great Alaska Shootout @ Anchorage, Alaska Nov. 27 Washington or Wisconsin-Milwaukee) 
Nov. 27 (Oklahoma, Washington, Minnesota, High Point, Dec. 4 @ Virginia Tech 1:00 
Alaska-Anchorage, Furman, Utah) Dec. 7 Alabama-Birmingham 7:00 
(Alabama plays Alaska-Anchorage at 10:30 Nov. 24 on ESPN2) Dec. 11 @ Tennessee Tech 7:00 
Dec. 1 East Tennessee State 7:00 Dec. 18 Kansas State @ Springfield, Mo. 2:30 
Dec. 4 @ North Carolina-Charlotte 6:00 Dec. 21 Alabama A@M 7:00 
Dec. 7 @ Alabama State 7:00 Dec. 29- Christmas City Classic @ Bethlehem, Pa. 
Dec. 11 Temple 6:00 Dec. 30 (Dec. 29 vs. Delaware, 6:00; Dec. 30, Lehigh or Yale) 
Dec. 18 Tennessee State 6:00 Jan. 3 Florida International 7:00 
Dec. 22 Texas A@M-Corpus Christi 7:00 Jan. 5 South Dakota State 7:00 
Dec. 29 @ Wisconsin 7:00 Jan. 9 Kentucky 2:00 
Jan. 1 New Orleans 6:00 Jan. 13 @ Mississippi State 7:00 
Jan. 5 @ Van derbilt 7:00 Jan. 16 @ LSU 2:00 
Jan. 8 LSU 5:00 Jan. 20 South Carolina (Fox) 7:00 
Jan. 11 @ Arkansas (ESPN) 8:00 Jan. 23 @ Auburn 2:00 
Jan. 18 Mississippi State (ESPN) 8:00 Jan. 30 Mississippi State 2:00 
Jan. 22 @ Mississippi (J-P) 3:00 Feb. 3 Georgia 7:00 
Jan. 26 @ Auburn 7:00 | Feb. 6 Florida 2:00 
Jan. 29 Georgia 7:00 Feb. 10 @ Arkansas 7:00 
Feb. 5 @ Florida (J-P) 2:00 Feb. 13 @ Mississippi 2:00 
Feb. 9 @ Tennessee (J-P) 7:00 Feb. 17 Auburn 7:00 
Feb. 12 Mississippi 6:00 Feb. 20 @ South Carolina 3:00 
Feb. 16 Arkansas (J-P) 7:00 Feb. 24 @ Vanderbilt 7:00 
Feb. 19 South Carolina (J-P) 2:00 Feb. 27 Tennessee 1:00 
Feb. 22 @ LSU (ESPN) 8:00 March 3- SEC Tournament @ Greenville, S.C. 
Feb. 26 Kentucky (CBS) 12:30 March 6 
March 2 Auburn 7:00 March 19- NCAA First and Second Rounds 
March 5 @ Mississippi State (CBS) 1:00 March 22 (Campus sites) 
March 10- SEC Tournament @ Atlanta March 26- NCAA Regionals 
March 13 March 29 (Chattanooga, Philadelphia, Kansas City, Tempe) 
March 17- NCAA First and Second Rounds April 3- Final Four 
March 20 (Nashville, Charlotte, Cleveland, Indianapolis, April 5 @ Indianapolis 


(Oklahoma City, Boise, Tucson, Worcester) 
March 25- NCAA Regionals 
March 27 (Syracuse, Austin, Chicago, Albuquerque) 
April 2 & NCAA Final Four 
April 4 @ St. Louis 
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Where Are They Now? 


Wheeler Hasn’t Forgotten Lessons 


by Erik Stinnett 


First wide receiver to play 
in wishbone had success 


ayne Wheeler can be excused if he 

thinks the National Football League 

is something like Little League. 
After an outstanding Alabama football career, 
Wheeler gave professional football a try. But it 
was a brief fling. 

He last suited up for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers in preaseason drills back in 1976, 
and it was an experience he'd just as soon for- 
get. Head coach John McKay, whose son, J.K., 
was also a receiver on the team, cut Wheeler. 
The coach’s son made the team. Wheeler be- 
lieves he was never given a fair shot. 

“He was nothing like Coach (Paul) Bryant 
in the way he cared for his players,” Wheeler 
said of McKay. “Coach Bryant might have 
been hard, but you knew he wanted you to do 
well. Some coaches just use you as meat on 
the hoof.” 

Prior to his short stay in Tampa Bay, 
Wheeler played briefly for the Birmingham 
Vulcans of the World Football League. That 
was preceded by a year and a half in the 
Chicago Bears organization. Wheeler was a 
third-round draft pick by the Bears in 1974, 
but stress fractures and allergy problems ham- 
pered him throughout his time there, prompt- 
ing the Bears to release him. 

Looking back, Wheeler isn’t so sure he was 
cut out for pro ball anyway. 
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“| played football because I liked it,” he said. 
“Playing for money is a whole different game. 
The motivation is different. I'm a teacher now 
so obviously money is not a big issue with 
me.” 

After retiring from the NFL, Wheeler took a 
year off before embarking on his career as an 
educator in Port Orange, Florida, about 50 
miles from his hometown of Orlando. Sports, 
however, has always been close to his heart. 
Over the years, he's balanced his teaching re- 
sponsibilities with coaching football, girls bas- 
ketball, and track. 

One of his all-time favorite teams was his 
1988 Spruce Creek High School track team, 
which made an improbable run to regionals. 
Wheeler was named coach of the year that 
season. 

“I just had a bunch of sophomores who 
came out for track, and | managed to keep 
them with me for three years,” he said. “That 
group still holds most of the school records.” 

Wheeler still coaches the Spruce Creek 
track team while teaching physical education 
at Polly Hill Middle School. He gave up 
coaching football about 12 years ago. 

“It just takes too much time,” he said of 
football. “Plus, it gets harder and harder to 
stay out in the August heat.” 


nd though he’s hardly old at 54, the 
years have taken a bit of a toll. The 
nce-fleet Wheeler now hobbles from 
an accident he had while deer hunting. 
“About a year ago, I was taking a deer stand 
down, fell about 10 feet, and broke my ankle 
in two places,” he said. “That's pretty bad 
when you come out of football relatively un- 
scathed and then get hurt once you're done.” 
Now, he says, he’s a “porch hunter.” No 
more trees. 
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Wheeler also enjoys fishing and playing 
golf. He and wife Jan, who celebrated their 
35th wedding anniversary in August, have 
three children and one grandson, all of whom 
live close by. Their oldest son, Wayne III, 33, 
works at Disney World and has a six-year-old 
boy, and their second son, Brian, 31, works for 
Edward Jones Investments in Port Orange. 
The Wheeler's daughter, Jenna, 19, is a sopho- 
more at Central Florida in Orlando. 

One of the family’s primary concerns is Jan, 
who at one time was in the education field but 
is now disabled. She suffers from Reflex 
Sympathetic Dystrophy (RSD), a chronic pro- 
gressive neurological condition that affects the 
skin, muscles, joints and bones. 

“I do a lot of caring for her,” Wheeler said. 
“She can do normal things sometimes, but 
she’s always in pain. She’s had this for two- 
and-a-half years. Its not what anyone would 
wish for, that’s for sure.” 


ne thing Wheeler did wish for many 

years ago-the opportunity to play foot- 

ball at Alabama under Coach Bryant— 
not only came true but turned out about as 
good as anyone could have imagined. 

Beginning in the 10th grade, Wheeler had 
assumed he would go to Florida to play 
football. One of his high school buddies, 
Robin Parkhouse, had different ideas. 
Parkhouse, a couple of years older than 
Wheeler, went to Alabama and came to the 
conclusion that the Crimson Tide would do 
well to acquire the services of Wheeler and 
fellow W.R. Boone High School teammate 
Steve Dean. Parkhouse not only recruited 
Wheeler and Dean to Alabama but also rec- 
ommended both players to Bryant. 

“As soon as I heard from Alabama, I made 
my decision,” Wheeler said. “Plus, Florida 
was not doing real well. Parkhouse told me 
that if | wanted to win a national champi- 
onship I needed to come to Alabama. I was 
sold.” 

Wheeler and his Crimson Tide teammates 
got that coveted national championship in 
1973, Wheeler's final season at The Cap- 
stone. Alabama, armed with an explosive 
wishbone offense, opened that season with a 
66-0 win over California and never looked 
back. The Tide finished the regular season 
11-0 and was awarded the UPI national 
championship trophy. 

One of the most memorable plays that sea- 
son came in a showdown with Tennessee, also 
unbeaten at the time, in Birmingham. On the 
first play from scrimmage, Alabama stunned 
the Volunteers when quarterback Gary 
Rutledge hit Wheeler on an 80-yard touch- 


Although he played in the ground-oriented 
wishbone offense in the early 1970s, Wayne 
Wheeler was one of the top wide receivers in 
Alabama football history. 
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down pass. Wheeler was the only wide receiv- 
er in the wishbone offense. 

“Coach Bryant set that play up,” Wheeler 
said. “All year long we had been running 
dive plays out of the wishbone, but Coach 
Bryant told Rutledge and me before the 
game that we were going to throw it on the 
first play. | was wide open.” 

Alabama went on to defeat Tennessee 42-21. 
A few weeks later, the Crimson Tide took 
down another unbeaten, LSU, before closing 
out the regular season with a 35-0 whitewash- 
ing of Auburn. 

The lone downer to an otherwise glorious 
season came in the Sugar Bowl after 
Alabama had already been named national 
champs. Notre Dame edged Bama 24-23 in 
what's considered one of college football's 
all-time classics. 

“That was a heartbreaker,” said Wheeler, 
one of Alabama's three All-Americas that sea- 
son, “That was the best team we had while | 
was there, no doubt about it. We should have 
won that game. Losing it gave us a kind of 
hollow feeling about our national champi- 
onship. When you don’t win the last one, you 
don't feel like you're national champions.” 

As it turned out, that was the last season na- 
tional championships were awarded prior to 
the bowls. The bitter season-ending loss, 
however, did nothing to take away from the 
splendid career Wheeler enjoyed at Alabama. 


fter playing on the freshman team in 

1970, Wheeler found himself in the 

ground-oriented wishbone attack in 
1971 Wheeler began showing flashes of his 
future brilliance. He finished with six catch- 
es for 143 yards and a touchdown. His best 
season was 1972 when he hauled in 30 pass- 
es for 573 yards and seven touchdowns. And 
in 1973 he had 19 catches for 530 yards and 
three touchdowns. Alabama earned SEC 
crowns all three years, finishing with 
records of 11-1, 10-2 and 11-1. 

Playing in the wishbone offense proved to 
be a double-edged sword for Wheeler, the 
lone wide receiver on Alabama’s All-Decade 
team for the 1970s. (Ozzie Newsome was se- 
lected as the tight end.) While wishbone re- 
ceivers may not have had as many opportuni- 
ties to catch passes, the offense enabled him 
to burn run-focused defenses for big-yardage 
pass plays. His career 22.7 yards per catch av- 
erage is tops in Alabama history for players 
with at least 50 receptions, and his 11 career 
touchdowns is sixth on the all-time list. 

The element of surprise wasn’t the only 
weapon in Wheeler’ arsenal. As his old team- 
mates point out, he also had good hands and 
extraordinary speed. 

“We called him ‘Greyhound’ in high 
school,” Parkhouse said, “and he truly was 
kind of built similar to that. He had zero body 
fat, he was wiry, and he had these long strides. 
You didn’t realize how fast he was running 
until you tried to catch him.” 

Once Wheeler gained a step on a defensive 
back, it was all over. 

“Usually, when the ball is in the air and a 
receiver looks back for it, the cornerback is 
able to close on him a little bit,” Parkhouse 
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said. “Wayne had a gift of athleticism that 
when he looked back, he was able to not 
slow down. He kept his speed and the cor- 
nerback couldn't close.” 

With wheels like that, the standout receiver 
could have starred for the Bama track team, 
too. However, Wheeler, who had run track in 
high school, saw that as a risky proposition. 

“I didn’t run track at Alabama because | was 
afraid someone might take my place on the 
football team if 1 wasn’t in spring practice,” he 
said, “and we definitely had enough talented 
guys on the football team who could do that.” 


Ithough he sometimes wishes he had 
given track a try, Wheeler has no re- 
grets about his decision to go to 
Alabama. Just the life lessons he learned from 
Bryant made the experience worth it, he said. 
“All of us who came to Alabama from the 
Orlando area were raised a bit different than 
the Alabama boys,” Wheeler said. “We were 
probably a little more liberal and a little more 
into freedom. We were more free-spirited and 
less conformists, but that wasn't going to cut 
it at Alabama. Coach Bryant wanted us the 
same. We might not have wanted to learn that 
at first, but I think that had a lot to do with us 
winning. We didn’t have any individuals. 
Johnny Musso, for example, could have been 
a Heisman Trophy winner, but he wasn’t left 
in the game if he wasn’t needed in the game. 


“l remember I bought white shoes once and 
wore them in a game. Afterward, Coach 
Bryant said, ‘You looked pretty fast wearing 
those white shoes.’ But he didn’t want me to 
call attention to myself, so he got the whole 
team white shoes for the next game.” 

Another trait Wheeler learned from Bryant 
was confidence. Bryant, Wheeler said, in- 
stilled that in all his players. 

“The whole time | played there, I didn’t be- 
lieve we were going to lose—no matter who we 
were playing,” he said. “That's a pretty good 
feeling, and it’s not often in life you get to ex- 
perience that level of confidence.” 

The thrill of playing for Bryant at Alabama is 
long over for Wheeler. He's been unable to at- 
tend an Alabama game the last few years, and 
with his wife’s condition, he isn’t making 
plans to be in Tuscaloosa soon. 

But he hasn't forgotten Alabama. And 
though he says it’s hard to believe, he knows 
Alabama fans haven't forgotten him. 

“My affiliation with Alabama has been with 
me my whole life,” he said. “I still hear from 
people who remember me as an Alabama 
player, and sometimes people ask me to speak 
when I’m in Alabama. It makes you feel pretty 
good. A few years ago, we were out in Aspen, 
Colorado, on a ski trip, and someone said, 
‘Didn't you play at Alabama?’ It was amazing.” 

But the way Wayne Wheeler played football 
for the Crimson Tide was unforgettable. 
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Football Recruiting: 


Looking At Alabama Skill Players 


by Andrew Bone 


Although maybe fewer than 
usual, state has some gems 


he reports from those who cover high 

[ school recruiting in the state of 

Alabama have it that this is not as 

good a year as normal for top skill position 

players. However, that does not mean the 

cupboard is bare. And, of course, during the 

season, seniors can develop into college 
football prospects. 

Alabama has received commitments from 
two in-state skill players: Cory Reamer, a 6- 
3, 190-pound safety from Hoover, and Sam 
Burnthall, a 6-2, 185-pound safety from 
Decatur. 

This month we are taking a look at the top 
skill position players—backs and wide re- 
ceivers—in Alabama high schools. 
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The best in-state skill position prospect is 
Terrell Smith of Clay-Chalkville in Pinson. 
Smith is a 6-2, 205 pound wide receiver- 
safety prospect who could become a 
linebacker on the college level. Smith claims 
his favorite position is wide receiver. Smith 
is a member of Thelnsiders.com South Hot 
100 and is one of the top five players in 
Alabama. Although only an honorable men- 
tion all-state player as a junior, his stock 
rose during the summer as he attended sev- 
eral college football camps. He has offers 
from a number of schools, including Ala- 
bama, Auburn, LSU, and Clemson. His fa- 
vorites are Alabama and LSU, and Bama has 
the early lead. Smith sees the possibility of 
early playing time at Alabama as a key fac- 
tor. 

Desmond Jennings, 6-2, 180, from Pinson 
Valley High School is a three-sport star who 
moved to quarterback from wide receiver for 
his senior season. Jennings and Terrell Smith 
are lifelong best friends and two of the best 
athletes in the state. They would like to be 
on the same playing field in 2005, Jennings 
had a great junior campaign playing wide re- 


ceiver with 31 catches for 610 yards with 13 
touchdowns. Jennings also rushed for 118 
yards with two touchdowns. Jennings is 
being recruited as a wide receiver or defen- 
sive back. Schools including Alabama, 
Georgia, Ole Miss, Auburn and LSU have 
extended offers. Georgia and Alabama lead 
for his services over Ole Miss and Auburn. 

A top athlete in the state has made his 
commitment to Auburn. Ali Sharrief is a 5- 
9, 200-pound running back and linebacker 
for North Jackson High School in Stevenson. 
Before his senior season, Sharrief amassed 
3,307 total yards and 47 touchdowns, Shar- 
rief could see playing time at cornerback or 
safety on the next level, but his true position 
is running back. Although, Sharrief has 
made a commitment to the Tigers, he plans 
to attend several Alabama games. 

Earl Bennett of West End High School in 
Birmingham is a 6-1, 200-pound athlete 
who runs a 4.5 40-yard dash. Bennett had an 
amazing junior campaign racking up over 
1,500 yards in total offense. Bennett had 45 
receptions for 729 yards and 121 carries for 
829 yards with 12 touchdowns. Bennett is a 
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versatile prospect with great size and speed. 
An excellent student with a 3.8 GPA, he has 
received offers from Kentucky and Vanderbilt 
and Kentucky is his favorite. Other schools, 
including Alabama, Auburn and Clemson, 
are watching him. 


have a top running back or two in this 

year’s recruiting class. Most reports have 
the Bama coaching staff focused on top out- 
of-state runners. A handful of Alabama prep 
running backs have an opportunity to im- 
prove their stock this season and gain the at- 
tention of the Crimson Tide. 

Daniel Jackson of Florence High School is a 
5-10, 205-pound tailback with good (sub - 
4.6) speed. As a junior, Jackson had 209 car- 
ries for 1,310 yards, with 13 touchdowns. 
Jackson was region offensive MVP. Although, 
Jackson may not have breakaway speed, he 
has the ability to break tackles. Jackson has 
excellent vision and balance. He attended a 
number of college camps. Jackson has started 
his senior season determined to get noticed. 
Despite a first game loss, Jackson had 22 car- 
ries for 164 yards, one reception for 35 yards, 
and a 95-yard kickoff return for a touchdown. 
Auburn and Arkansas lead over Alabama and 
Ole Miss, but there are no early offers. 

Prattville High School is a hotbed for 


|: is no secret that Alabama would like to 
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Division | talent. Adrian Bradley is one of 
several players from the 6A Lions receiving 
recruiting interest. The 5-10, 210-pound back 
has a lot of power and is difficult to bring 
down. Bradley is the backbone for Prattville 
on offense. Alabama and West Virginia are 
the leaders over Auburn and Georgia Tech, 
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but Bradley has not received any offers. 

Harris Johnson, of Vestavia Hills in Birm- 
ingham, is attracting interest from several 
colleges. Johnson is a 5-11, 185-pound run- 
ning back with a 4.5 40 time and great vision. 
Johnson was unable to attend any summer 
camps and is out to prove his talent on 
Friday nights. He could be a defensive back 
in college. Alabama is the favorite over Clem- 
son, Auburn, and Tennessee. 

Other running backs in Alabama to watch 
are: 

Markus Douglas, 5-11, 205, Mary 
Montgomery, Semmes; Blake Earl, 6-1, 230, 
4.5, Scottsboro; Darius Ervin, 6-2, 170, 4.6, 
Leroy; Drake Hall, 5-9, 170, 4.5, Winfield; 
Timothy Hicks, 5-8, 185, Washington 
County, Chatom; Miguel Hurtado, 5-6, 195, 
4.6, Oneonta; David McCants, 5-10, 170, 4.4, 
Tuscaloosa County; Joey Moultry, 6-0, 175, 
4.4, Charles Henderson, Troy; Joseph Reid, 6- 
2, 180, 4.55, Muscle Shoals; Brandon Rice, 5- 
10, 210, 4.8, Hillcrest, Tuscaloosa; Desmond 
Walton, 5-11,185, 4.4, Billingsley, Prattville. 


labama hit the jackpot in signing wide 
Ares last year. Three freshmen are 
seeing regular duty (two of them, 
Keith Brown and DJ. Hall, having started) at 


wide receiver and another (Marcel Stamps) is 
a force on special teams. Zeke Knight is mov- 
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ing up the charts quickly. And that doesn’t in- 
clude Will Oakley, who may be held out this 
year, or Nikita Stover, who did not qualify 
and is now in junior college. 

One early Alabama commitment is quarter- 
back Jimmy Barnes of Los Alamitos, Califor- 
nia. He hopes Bama can continue to add top 
wide receivers. 

One top prospect is Montez Billings, a 6-3, 
175-pounder from Pelham. Billings, who runs 
a 4.5 40, is a member of Thelnsiders.com 
South Hot 100. As a junior he had 35 recep- 
tions for 550 yards and three touchdowns. Tall, 
swift and with soft hands, Billings has a 37- 
inch vertical jump. Alabama and Auburn are 
the leaders for Billings, who is also considering 
Georgia and LSU. 

Steven Black is 6-3, 207 with a 4.5 40 time, 
from Vestavia Hills in Birmingham, and he 
may be taking his talents out of state. That 
would be a bit of history repeating itself. Black 
is a cousin of Terrell Owens of the Philadel- 
phia Eagles, who also was not highly-recruited 
in high school and is now an All-Pro wide re- 
ceiver. Black, who grew up an Alabama fan, 
has only one offer, from Louisville (which of- 
fers nearly every prospect in Alabama every 
year), and he has committed to the Cardinals. 
He may get more offers later. 

Jay Robinson, a 6-3, 180 pound, 4.6 wide 
receiver prospect from Wetumpka, is very 
athletic and moved to quarterback for his se- 
nior season. As a junior, Robinson had 45 re- 
ceptions for 920 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
Robinson favors Alabama and Georgia Tech. 
An outstanding student with a 3.9 GPA, 23 
ACT score and 1060 SAT score, Robinson has 
received an offer from Middle Tennessee. 

One wide receiver moving up the charts is 
Aubrey Bell, 6-2, 205, 4.5, from Blount High 
School in Prichard. He was impressive in 
summer camps and this summer he received 
offers from Mississippi State, Louisville, and 
Kentucky. He also likes Alabama and Auburn. 

Other in-state wide receiver prospects are: 

Brandon Carlisle, 5-11, 170, Auburn; 
Daniel Coleman, 6-1, 170, 4.45, Opp; Jeremy 


Hall, a linebacker from Moreno Valley, California; Marlon 
Davis an offensive lineman from Carver High School in 


Dorrance, 6-3, 180, 4.7, Austin of Decatur; 
DJ. Harrison, 5-11, 170, 4.5, Prattville; Kerry 
Major, 6-2, 170, 4.5, Gaston of Gadsden; 
Jason Mims, 5-11, 180, 4.6, Birmingham 
Spain Park; and Jarrell Nesmith, 6-2, 200, 
4.5, Russellville. 


ith the class of 2004, Alabama 
landed a top-notch group of defen- 
sive backs in Simeon Castille, 


Marcus Carter, Aaron McDaniel, Travis 
Robinson, and junior college transfer Jeffrey 
Dukes. 

Cory Reamer is a 6-3, 190-pound Iree safety 
from Hoover. Reamer has the frame to grow 
up to linebacker. He is very athletic and is a 
sure tackler. Reamer committed to the Tide 
over offers from Georgia Tech, Southern Miss, 
Louisville, and Vanderbilt. 

Also committed to Bama, Sam Burnthall is a 
6-2, 195 pound safety and a big time hitter. 
As a junior, Burnthall had 58 tackles and 
three interceptions with two interceptions re- 
turned for touchdowns. 

One prospect Burnthall would love to see 
sign with the Tide is teammate and best 
friend, Jerraud Powers. Powers is a 5-9,165- 
pound, 4.6-40 defensive back, from Decatur. 
Powers is a member of TheInsiders.com 
South Hot 100. Powers is a three-year starter. 
As a junior, he recorded forty-eight tackles 
and intercepted four passes, Powers also ex- 
cels in track and basketball. Alabama and 
Auburn have offered as has Louisville. Look 
for an in-state battle. 

Prattville High School has one of the quick- 
est defensive backs in the state. Rico Albert is 
5-10, 170 pounds, with a 4.45-40 time, and 
SEC schools are taking notice. Albert is an 
excellent cover corner. Kentucky, Southern 
Miss, and Auburn were first to offer. 

James Carter, 5-10, 175, 4.5, of Eufaula 
earns our nod as sleeper of the year among 
the state's defensive backs. As a junior he had 
74 tackles, three interceptions, three forced 
fumbles, and two blocked kicks. In the first 
game this season he had a 75-yard kickoff re- 


Alabama At Ten In Football Commitments 


A labama has received three more football commitments. Prince 


Southern Miss. 


late 1960s and early 1970s. He chose Alabama over Mississippi and 


Previously committed to Bama are: 


turn for a touchdown, a 42-yard punt return 
for a touchdown, and a 75-yard interception 
return for a touchdown. He has heard from 
Alabama, Auburn, and Louisville. 

Hoover is loaded in the defensive backfield 
with three Division | prospects. Two of those 
players have pledged their commitments to 
play college football. One is Cory Reamer, an 
Alabama commit, and one is Jahi-Word 
Daniels, a Georgia Tech commit. 

Hoover's Joel Caldwell has not made his de- 
cision, Caldwell is 6-1, 175 pounds, and has a 
4.4 40. Caldwell holds an offer from 
Vanderbilt. Both parents graduated from 
Alabama and Caldwell grew up an Alabama 
fan, but Vanderbilt leads. 

Other defensive back prospects in Alabama 
include: 

Jason Bruce, 6-2, 180, St. Jude High of 
Montgomery; Ellis Lankster, (DB/WR) 5-10, 
185, 4.45, Vigor of Prichard; Milton Strother, 
5-9,160, 4.5, Daphne; and Ontonio Whitaker, 
5-11, 175, 4.5, Booker T. Washington High 
School, Tuskegee. 


ith Alabama receiving a commit- 
ment from quarterback Jimmy 
Barnes from Los Alamitos High 


School, in California, the Bama Class of 2005 
has two quarterback commits. John Parker 
Wilson, a senior at Hoover last year, took a 
grayshirt and will begin practicing with the 
Tide in the spring. 

The most highly-regarded quarterback 
prospect in Alabama this year is Chad Kilgore 
of Oakman, 6-3, 220. Last year he had 2,585 
yards passing with 35 touchdowns and only 
eight interceptions. He was 2A all-state as a 
junior and is being watched by SEC schools. 

Other quarterbacks in the state to watch 
are: 

Wes Alexander, 6-4, 195, Sparkman of 
Harvest; Kevin Elwell, 6-4, 185, Decatur Aus- 
tin; Mitch Kloskowski, 6-3, 200, 4.75, Gads- 
den Southside; Skylar Ray, 6-2, 207, 4.7, 
Cherokee County of Centre; and Tim 
Wheeler, 6-3, 185, 4.8, Brooks of Killen. 


Columbus, Georgia; and Scott Deaton, an offensive lineman from Oak 
Mountain, announced for the Tide in September. That brings to 10 
the number who have announced they will sign with Bama in 
February. 

Prince Hall is a 6-0, 240-pound linebacker/fullback with excellent 
speed. Hall chose Alabama over offers from Oklahoma, Arizona, 
Oregon State and Kansas State. During his junior year, as a fullback, 
Hall rushed for 798 yards and 13 touchdowns. Most project him as a 
linebacker in college. 

Marlon Davis chose the Tide over offers from Florida, Tennessee, 
Vanderbilt, South Carolina and Ole Miss. Davis is 6-3, 300, and 
recorded 59 pancake blocks during his junior campaign. 

Scott Deaton is a 6-5, 275-pounder who has played offensive tackle 
in high school and is expected to be a tackle in college. His father, 
Ken Deaton, was a member of the Crimson Tide football team in the 
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Offensive lineman Evan Cardwell, 6-3, 295, Killen Brooks; defensive 
end Baron Huber, 6-4, 230, Powell, Tennessee; defensive back Cory 
Reamer, 6-3, 195, Hoover; offensive lineman Mike Johnson, 6-5, 280, 
Pensacola, Florida, Pine Forest; defensive back Sam Burnthall, 6-2, 
195, Decatur; quarterback Jimmy Barnes, 6-5, 225, Los Alamitos, 
California; and offensive lineman Cole Harvey, 6-3, 250, Tallahassee, 
Florida, Lincoln. 

Also expected to sign with the Tide in February, 2005, are: 

Quarterback John Parker Wilson, 6-1, 190, Hoover (2004 grayshirt); 
offensive lineman Drew Davis, 6-6, 295, Sparta Academy, Evergreen 
(2004 grayshirt); defensive lineman Brandon Fanney, 6-5, 260, 
Hargrave Military Academy in Virginia (previously signed in 2004); de- 
fensive lineman Lorenzo Washington, 6-5, 275, Hargrave Military 
Academy (previously signed in 2004); and defensive lineman Travis 
McCall, 6-3, 240, Prattville (previously signed in 2004).-Andrew Bone 
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Men’s Basketball Recruiting: 
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by Mitch Dobbs 


Bama after one of nation’s 
best to join three committed 


10 is signing day for basketball teams 

around the country, but Alabama Head 
Coach Mark Gottfried and his staff have com- 
pleted the bulk of the work while hoping to 
land one more whale of an athlete. 

Alabama, currently one below the limit of 
13 scholarshipped players, has two seniors 
(Earnest Shelton and Lucky Williams) on 
scholarship. But the Tide will attempt to sign 
at least four players in November. 

November 10 is actually the first day of a 
one-week period in which most winter and 
spring sports may sign senior high school 
and sophomore junior college players. There 
are also signing periods for those sports in 
the spring. In addition to men’s basketball, 
most Alabama sports can also be expected to 
add players in this early signing period. 

The Tide men’s basketball team has verbal 


I: three down and one to go. November 


Alabama Waiting On Hendrix 


commitments from three players, Alonzo 
Gee, Yamene Coleman and Ray George, and 
is awaiting a decision from Athens High 
School's prized prospect Richard Hendrix. 

Hendrix is a 6-8, 250-pound power for- 
ward and rated a five-star prospect by 
Thelnsiders.com, and is listed among the Top 
10 prospects in the nation, The Parade All- 
America selection averaged 22 points and 13 
rebounds a game for Athens a year ago, and 
totaled 189 blocks in leading the Golden 
Eagles to the Class 5A State finals. 

In a 2004 Youth Development Festival 
game earlier this summer, Hendrix was 12-of- 
13 shooting and finished the game with 30 
points and 22 rebounds. His only miss was a 
last-second three-pointer. 

Hendrix has narrowed his choices to two 
colleges, Bama or North Carolina, but even if 
the Tide lands Hendrix in November, profes- 
sional basketball could still win out in the end. 

"He's narrowed it down between North 
Carolina and Alabama," said Hendrix's father 
and Athens High Head Coach Venard 
Hendrix. "Professional basketball is always an 
option. If there's interest there you've got to 
pursue the possibility." 

Hendrix received in-home visits from North 
Carolina Head Coach Roy Williams and 
Gottfried, and he is expected to commit to 
one of the two schools soon. Venard Hendrix 
said his son would choose one of the two 
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schools of interest, and wait until next spring 
to assess Richard's NBA draft potential. 

Gee is a 6-6, 190-pound small forward from 
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. He averaged 13 
points per game as a junior at Dwyer High 
School, but scored 35, 24 and 21 points in 
Dwyer's first three playoff games. 

Gee, who has a four-star Thelnsider.com 
rating, made his commitment to Alabama in 
late August. He plays for Coach Billy Pala- 
gonia at Dwyer, but he established himself as 
a scorer in the summer splitting time between 
the Tallahassee Wildcats and the South 
Florida Heat in AAU competition. 

Coleman is a three-star player from 
Camden's Wilcox Central High School, and 
was the second Crimson Tide commitment. 
The 6-9, 215-pounder averaged 16 points per 
game a year ago for Wilcox Central, the same 
school that produced Antoine Pettway. 
Coleman played with Hendrix in the summer 
as a member of the Alabama Lasers traveling 
team. 

George is a 6-4, 185-pound combination 
guard junior college transfer. The all-region 
player helped lead Georgia Perimeter to the 
2004 National Junior College Athletic Asso- 
ciation tournament, and a 29-5 overall 
record. George attended Coastal Christian 
Prep School before signing with Georgia 
Perimeter. He committed to play for the 
Crimson Tide in early August. 
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by Andrew Varble Il 


From start to finish, Tide 
was represented in Greece 


or The University of Alabama, the re- 
Fe Olympics were a vision of its 

past, present and future, one that last- 
ed from the opening ceremony to the clos- 
ing ceremony and sparkled in gold, silver 
and bronze tones. The Crimson Tide sent 13 
past and present athletes and two coaches to 
the 2004 Olympiad held in Athens, Greece, 
including three who came away with a total 
of four medals. 

Former NCAA triple jump champion 
Andrew Owusu got the games started with a 
Crimson and White flavor, carrying the flag 
for his native Ghana in the opening cere- 
monies while former Southeastern Confer- 
ence champion swimmer Rania Elwani of 
Egypt was on the stage during the closing 
ceremonies as a newly elected member of 
the LOC Athletes’ Commission. 

Probably the most surprising highlight of 
the Tide's 2004 Olympic run was the success 
of former swimmer Susan Bartholomew 
Williams, who walked the Tuscaloosa cam- 
pus from 1988-92. Williams was a standout 
scholar-athlete for the Tide, graduating with 
honors in aerospace engineering. She 
grabbed the last spot on the United States 
team, making her first Olympics at the age 
of 34. She was poised for an Olympic run in 
2000 when she discovered she was preg- 
nant. She named her daughter Sydney, site 
of those missed Games in Australia. This 
time she made the team, and then she made 
things happen. 

Surviving a bike crash during the middle 
leg of the Olympic competition, Williams 
out-lasted her more heralded American 
teammates, including former Georgia All- 
America swimmer Sheila Taormina, and the 
majority of the field to grab a bronze medal. 


hat was far from the only highlight of 
Te Tide’s Athens adventure. Former 

softball All-America Kelly Kretsch- 
man hit for the cycle in Athens, leading The 
United States to its third consecutive Gold 
Medal. The Crimson Tide nation could also 
catch a glimpse of the future when fresh- 
man-to-be Terin Humphrey was a steadying 
influence on Team USA in gymnastics, lead- 
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One of the biggest stories of the 2004 Olympic 
Games was former Alabama swimmer Susan 
Bartholomew (now Williams) winning the 
bronze medal in the triathlon. 

Photo Courtesy U.S. Olympics 
ing her teammates to a Silver Medal in the 
team competition. She came back several 
nights later and earned a Silver of her very 
own, taking second in the uneven bars com- 
petition. Humphrey is currently on the TJ. 
Maxx Olympic Tour, but will be joining the 
Tide in late December in time for the spring 
semester and a shot at turning her summer 
silver into NCAA gold. 

Current senior Anne Poleska grabbed a 
Bronze Medal in the 200-meter breaststroke, 
giving the Tide its first individual swimming 
medal since the 1984 Games in Los Angeles 
when former Alabama Coach Don Gambril 
was coach of the United States team. Two 
other swimmers, two-time NCAA 200 but- 
terfly champion Stefan Gherghel and 2003 
NCAA 200 breaststroke runner-up Vlad 
Polyakov, both reached the finals in their 
prime events. Gherghel, who finished his el- 
igibility in 2003, took fifth in the 200-meter 
butterfly. Polyakov, who returns to The 
Capstone as a sophomore this season after 
taking last year off to train for the games, fi- 
naled in both the 100- and 200-meter 
breaststrokes, taking fifth in both. Polyakov 
was one of only three men to final in both 
the 100 and 200 breaststroke events. The 
other two were Brendan Hansen, who owns 
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the world record in both events, and Japan's 
Kosuke Kitajima, who won gold in both 
events in Athens. 


ide athletes weren't the only ones 
i basking in the Olympic Spirit in 
Greece. UA head softball coach Pat 
Murphy was part of Canada’s Olympic staff, 
helping tutor the Maple Leaf wearing squad 
to one of its best hitting performances ever 
in international play. Assistant women’s 
track and field coach Sydney Cartwright was 
busy during the Games, coaching the sprint- 
ers of his native Bahamas. 
Alabama Athletes Olympic Finals: 
Kelly Kretschman—Member of the USAs 
Gold Medal softball team 
Terin Humphrey—Member of the USA's 
Silver Medal gymnastics team, earned indi- 
vidual Silver in the uneven bars competition 
Susan (Bartholomew) Williams—One of 
the big surprises of the Olympics, earned a 
Bronze Medal in the triathlon 
Anne Poleska—Earned a Bronze Medal in 
the 200-meter breaststroke 
Vlad Polyakov—Finished fifth in both the 
100- and 200-meter breaststrokes 
Stefan Gherghel—Finished fifth in the fi- 
nals of the 200-meter butterfly 
Tim Broe —Finished 11th in the finals of 
the 5000-meter run 
Alabama athletes and coaches participat- 
ing (athlete, sport, years at Bama, country 
represented): 
Brendan Ashby, Swimming, 2001-04, 
Zimbabwe 
Spiros Bitsakis, Swimming, 2002, Greece 
Tim Broe, Track & Field, 1997-00, USA 
Sidney Cartwright, Track & Field assistant 
coach, 2002-, Bahamas 
Igor Erhartic, Swimming, 2004-, Yugo- 
slavia 
Stefan Ghergel, Swimming, 2002-03, 
Romania 
Terin Humphrey, Gymnastics, 2005-, USA 
Kelly Kretschman, Softball, 1998-2001, 
USA 
Patrick Murphy, Softball Coach, 1997-, 
Canada 
Andrew Owusu, Track & Field, 1993-96, 
Ghana 
Anne Poleska, Swimming, 2001-, 
Germany 
Vlad Polyakov, Swimming, 2003-, Russia 
Arlene Semeco, Swimming, 2004-, 
Venezuela 
Apostolis Tsagarakis, Swimming, 2003-, 
Greece 
Susan (Bartholomew) Williams, Triathlon, 
1988-90, 92 (swimming), USA 
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Savings You Can Count On 
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FREE Magnavox 15” LCD 
Flat Panel Television 
with Purchase of 
All 4 Kitchen Products. | 


Model # 15MF200V37 «Retail Value $559 
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GE 25.4 Cu. Ft. # GE 30” Free-Standing 7 GE Spacemaker® : GE Triton® 
Side-by-Side z Self-Cleaning x Over-the-Range x XL Built-in 
Refrigerator with : Range : Microwave Oven : Dishwasher 


Water and Ice Dispenser 


SALE $1399 ; SALE $749 ; SALE $350 ‘ SALE $499 
$40 AMONTH** * SAVE $100 =: $30 A MONTH* SAVE $50 5 $15 A MONTH® ¢ SAVE $69 : $20 A MONTH* ¢ SAVE $30 


. r 
Model # GSS25XSRSS : Model # JBP&6SHSS * Model # JVM L660SH Model # GSD6260ISS 


At Alabama Power it’s easy to buy from us with confidence. At our ppliance 


95 Appliance Centers across Alabama, we sell top quality appliances ye Pa nte r 


from GE, like refrigerators, washers, dryers, dishwashers, ranges, 


microwave ovens and freezers. You can even finance your purchase 4 
on your power bill with approved credit. We value you, our customer, ALABAMA 4 
and want to be sure you get name brand products at great prices. POWER 


A SOUTHERN COMPANY 


For professional appliance service or a sales location near you, 
visit www. YourApplianceCenter.com Find savings on appliances 
or call 1-800-613-9333. throughout the store. 


©2004 Alabama Power Company 


JO Special. Lunited Ctilion by 


Steve R. Skip) er 
Dhe Wlotivator 


— “Lalways taught 
» my players to be 
brave, play with 

» pride, show your 
» class, and’you'll 
be a winner’ 
Coach Paul W. 
Bryant 


No other Coach got more out of his players and assistants than Coach Bryant. With unparrelell coaching and great knowl- 
edge of the game , he reached and forever inspired his players with the power of his motivation. Nationally know Sports 
Artist , Steve R. Skipper has released one. of the greatest limited editions ever in his masterwork of Coach Bryant in the 
setting of the team meeting room. The place where players became one with one of the greatest minds and " Motivators " 
the game of football and the world of sports has ever known. Order yours today and experience the spirit of Alabama foot- 
ball at it's best. 


Limited Edition - 950 - signed and numbered by the Artist - 150.00, Artist. Proofs - 50 - 300.00, 
Paul W. Bryant Museum Edition - 50 - 600.00, Mini Print - 20.00 


To order please call toll free: 1-866-668-8780 or visit our website at www.anointedhomesart.com 


© 2004 Anointed Home Art~ All Rights Reserved 


Syyo Wow FX LP LE Ec Lil opted LL, 


bo Maghe 1% Sen § Not Be Weary 


Shaun Alexaflasir 


Run and Not Be Weary - Many universities boast of their great legacy’s and players who have built their great atletic programs, None can compare to the awesome lega- 
cy of the University of Alabama. The great players and coaches have laid a foundation second to none. The rushing record has been held by some of the most dominat- 
ing players in the history of sports. Johnny Musso, Bobby Humphrey, and Shaun Alexander have all commissioned nationally known artist Steve R. Skipper to celebrate 
the illustrious title that they chased and cherished. "Run.and’Not Be Weary" is endorsed by each legend and will serve as an inspiration to.the next player who dares to 
step up, take the title and meet Shaun in the locker room with the game ball in hand. Order Yours Today ! 


Regular Edition-1022- Signed & Numbered by the Artist - 150.00 
Signature Edition - 370 - Signed by Johnny Musso, Bobby Humphrey, Shaun Alexander and the Artist - 300.00 

Artist Proof Edition - 126 - Signed by Johnny Musso, Bobby Humphrey, Shaun Alexander and the Artist - 500.00 
Alabama Residents please add 8% salestax. Image Size: 13”x 37” - Overall Size: 17.5” x 40” 


Special events happening in special places can deem that place 
"Sacred Ground". A place transformed from the ordinary by the spec- 
tacular and awesome. Such a place is Birmingham, Alabama's his- 
toric Legion Field. Great players with tremendous performance, great 
coaches with genious strategy and passionate fans with undying team 
spirit, all have made.an eternal legacy that will never die.or will ever 
be replaced. The 75th anniversary of this great arena has forever 
been artistically preserved in a masterwork of art which was commis- 
sioned by the City of Birmingham: Nationally known Sports Artist, 
Steve R. Skipper was formally chosen to commemorate the "Old Gray 
Lady". Legendary players and coaches as well as the College 
Football Hall of Fame have all endorsed this epic project. Order yours 
today and relive the: memories generated on "Sacred Ground". 


Jay Barker Walter Lewis 


Regular Edition-1022- Signed & 
Numbered by. the Artist - 150.00 
Signature Edition - 370 - Signed by. 
Johnny Musso, Bobby Humphrey, Shaun 
Alexander and the Artist - 300.00 

Artist Proof Edition - 126 - Signed by 


Johnny Musso, Bobby Humphrey, Shaun 

Alexander and the Artist - 500.00 

Alabama Residents please add 8% 

salestax. Image Size: 13” x 37” - Overall Tony Nathan 
Size: 17.5” x 40” 


To order please call toll free: 1-866-668-8780 or visit our website at www.anointedhomesart.com 


© 2004 Anointed Homes Art- All Rights Reserved 


Whether enhancing your gameday experehes or fre (plie you to find the 


perfect gift, - Kige ~-... >. Offers these fashions and collectibles that 


Hurry and will reflect your Crimson Tide Pride! 


order #128 


Today! 
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Chiliwear salutes Bama’s “Roll Tide” spirit with these 400% combed cotton baby pique knits that 
prominently feature Alabama’s love affair with the elephant mascot. For added comfort after those 
filling pregame meals, Chiliwear polos run slightly larger than the typical size. 

Sizes are available in M, L, XL and XXL. Price: $49.50 


Rama Seat 


bama oe€al 


Cushion 
Plenty of padding 


and pockets for 
drinks, cell phone 
and program: 


yWiOek Fein Ghat — *e Miiinens Scneeune TOF 

Br football and hunting ASNAQUARN Fant 

expeditions. Has comfortable 18” by If you’ve ever imagined what the Crimson 

22” seat and padded back. Includes Tide would look like on the racing circuit, 
your favorite team logo on front & here you go. This UA NASCAR 1/24th 
back, armrest cup holder, storage Scale stock car replica features a die-cast 


pocket on back. Features metal body with realistic interior and 
strong fabric and framing that holds exterior details as well as high-quality —— 
300 pounds. Price: $39.95 tempo-printed graphics and paints. $38.95 na Fisherman 
Garett a ‘helesk -in-one or the big catch 
Collegiate MailWraps® for the friends on your gift list. These 
Great way to ‘iba you Tile Pride! figurines featuring great detail stand 6 
Fits standard & Ig.sized metal mailboxes 2" tall and will also look great in your 
with its unique magnet design and can home or office. Price: $19.95 


also be converted for plastic ones. $14.95 


Check out these easy ways to 


Order Toll- Free 1-866-965-8007 Or visit us at Save on your favorite team 


fashions and collectibles. 


WWW. SpOrmsialilh (Sas ty ik Ets. + Corti Orders > $50 earns a 10% discount 


Orders > $100 earn a 15% discount 
larris St. Jackson, MS 392 Orders > $100 also receive free shipping! 


